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Final Report
Introduction
The Heritage Inventory for the Municipal District (M.D.) of Bighorn received funding
from the Government of Alberta’s Municipal Heritage Partnership Program (MHPP) and
the M.D. of Bighorn. Heritage Collaborative Inc. was commissioned to complete the
Heritage Inventory for the M.D. of Bighorn in 2009‐2010. This project was a
continuation of the Heritage Survey project completed in 2009. The purpose of the
Heritage Inventory Project was to prepare an Inventory of the heritage resources within
the M.D. of Bighorn that would meet the municipally adopted criteria for significance
and integrity. The criteria for significance and integrity used to evaluate potential sites
was identified by the province to ensure that historic places meet the requirements for
listing on the Alberta and Canadian Register of Historic Places.
The Municipal District of Bighorn Heritage Inventory consists of a list of sites that meet
the selection criteria and that may have the potential to be designated as a Municipal
Historic Resource in the future. Inclusion on the Heritage Inventory has no associated
planning or legal restrictions on the site, and has no effect on the current status of the
property.
Scope and Area Profile
The M.D. of Bighorn covers 2,664 square kilometres, and includes five hamlets:
Benchlands, Dead Man’s Flats, Exshaw, Harvie Heights, and Lac des Arcs. The population
of the M.D. of Bighorn is 1,298 where approximately half of the population reside within
the hamlets.
The M.D. of Bighorn previously developed a Heritage Survey through consultation with
Heritage Collaborative Inc. that included ninety‐four sites. Heritage Collaborative Inc.
through consultation with the Heritage Resource Committee developed a Places of
Interest list of forty‐four sites. HCI evaluated and performed further research on the
Places of Interest sites to determine which sites to include as part of the Inventory. The
Heritage Inventory includes twenty‐one sites of heritage value.
Project Objectives
The main objectives for the Municipal District of Bighorn Heritage Inventory Project
were as follows:
• To review and refine the Places of Interest List of surveyed sites and select
historic resources for further research and evaluation.
• To research and evaluate in accordance with the provincial criteria for
significance and integrity established by the Municipal Heritage Partnership
Program, the potential of each selected site to form part of the Municipal District
of Bighorn Heritage Inventory Project.
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To document the selected historic resources; to be included in the Heritage
Inventory, to prepare draft Statements of Significance, to prepare an historical
context paper of the Municipal District of Bighorn, and to provide
documentation of the evaluation process in accordance with the standards and
guidelines established by the Historic Resources Management Branch such that
these resources may be ready for designation.

Heritage Survey Update
As part of the Inventory process Heritage Collaborative Inc. added ten sites to the
Heritage Survey.
Partners and Participants
The Municipal District of Bighorn Heritage Inventory was completed through
partnership with the M.D. of Bighorn, and the Municipal Heritage Partnership Program,
with the assistance of the M.D. of Bighorn Heritage Resource Committee. A number of
meetings were held with the M.D. of Bighorn planning staff, and the Heritage Resource
Committee, in collaboration with the consultant, to assist in the identification and
subsequent research of resources to be evaluated as potential candidates for the M.D.
of Bighorn Heritage Inventory Project.
Public Engagement
The project consultant, Heritage Collaborative Inc. was involved in several meetings
throughout the project, including: one Information Session and one Open House. These
public engagement strategies were announced in the M.D. of Bighorn Newsletter, and in
the local newspapers.
The Municipal District of Bighorn in collaboration with Heritage Collaborative Inc. held
an Information Session with the owners of sites included on the Heritage Inventory. The
Information Session was held at the M.D. of Bighorn municipal office on June 29th 2010.
The Heritage Inventory Open House was held once the Inventory was complete at the
Beaupré Hall on October 5th 2010, to allow residents of the M.D. of Bighorn to view the
chosen sites for the Inventory, and for residents to contribute any other information.
The Open House also provided an opportunity for the M.D. of Bighorn to review the
previous Survey, and introduce the potential for future historic site designations.
Media
In October 2010, the Municipal District of Bighorn placed an ad in local newspapers
announcing the upcoming Open House. The Rocky Mountain Outlook newspaper
published several articles concerning the Heritage Survey and Inventory Projects
through the duration of the project.
The M.D. of Bighorn mailed letters to owners of private property that had the potential
for being included on the Heritage Inventory. The letters explained the Heritage
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Inventory process and invited them to join the M.D. of Bighorn and Heritage
Collaborative Inc. at the Information Session.
Methodology
The Heritage Resource Committee, Municipal Coordinator, Planning and Development
Staff, and the Municipal District of Bighorn residents, in consultation with Heritage
Collaborative Inc. identified approximately forty‐four sites and areas to be further
evaluated for inclusion on the Heritage Inventory. In total twenty‐one sites were
selected. The remaining sites were noted and may be included in the M.D. of Bighorn’s
future Heritage Inventory projects. Heritage Collaborative Inc. participated in five
meetings and workshops with the Heritage Resource Committee and the four meetings
with the M.D. of Bighorn Municipal Coordinators.

Description of Report Content
Context Paper
The preparation of the Context Paper is an MHPP requirement designed to establish a
framework for evaluation of the heritage resources. The Context Paper provides an
overview of the major historical and cultural themes and events associated with the
M.D. of Bighorn. This report becomes the reference point, or benchmark, for the review
and evaluation of the region’s heritage resources.
Draft Statements of Significance
Twenty‐one Draft Statements of Significance have been prepared for the heritage
resources selected through the M.D. of Bighorn Heritage Inventory Project. A Draft
Statement of Significance includes three major sections required by the MHPP: a
description of the heritage resource, a description of the heritage values associated with
the resource, and identification of the resource’s character defining elements.
Municipal Heritage Survey Review Forms
The Municipal Heritage Survey Review Form (MHSRF) is a summary of the evaluation
process, and identifies the selected significance criteria for the site and provides a
statement of integrity. The MHRSFs were developed for the twenty‐one sites included on
the Heritage Inventory and are included next to the Draft Statement of Significance for
each site. The potential sites listed on the Heritage Survey and the Places of Interest List
were evaluated using the provincial criteria to determine significance and integrity.
Significant historic resources are those that meet at least one of the five criteria for
Significance. To be identified for inclusion in the Heritage Inventory the historic resource
must also satisfy the province’s seven Integrity criteria.
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Context Paper: Municipal District of Bighorn No.8
Context Paper
The purpose of the Context Paper is to provide an overview of the major historical and cultural
themes and events associated with the development of the municipal district of Bighorn.
The Municipal District of Bighorn No.8
The Municipal District of Bighorn No.8, previously Improvement District No.8, was created in
January of 1988. The municipal district (M.D.) is located east of Banff National Park, along the
eastern slopes of the Alberta Rocky Mountains. The municipal district is a rural municipality
that covers approximately 2700 square kilometres and is comprised of wilderness areas and
five hamlets: Benchlands, Dead Man’s Flats, Exshaw, Harvie Heights, and Lac des Arcs. The land
encompassed by the municipal district has various uses such as recreational, agricultural,
forestry, and ranching. There are also several industrial sites within the municipal district that
take advantage of the natural resources in the area, including oil and gas, hydropower, cement
production, and mineral extraction of magnesium and lime.
Pre‐Contact Occupation of the Bow Valley and the Mountain Stoney
The Bow Valley area was occupied for hundreds of years before Europeans discovered the New
World. Pictographs in the Bow Valley are estimated to be over a thousand years old, and the
painted images predate the aboriginal groups that currently call the region home.1 These
images include bison, human figures, moose, deer, elk, and handprints, some of which are
located higher than a human could reach unassisted and would have required the use of
scaffolding or ladders to place on the cliff.2
The people living in the Bow Valley at the time of contact were the Assiniboia, or Mountain
Stoneys, whose language, Nakoda, is closely related to the Sioux in the United States.34 The
Assiniboia immigrated to the area from the southern United States around 1640 AD, and were
some of the first peoples to trade with the Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) when the HBC
ventured west.5 By 1790, the Assiniboia had formed two distinct groups in western Alberta: the
Mountain Stoney and the Plains Stoney.6

1

Rob Alexander and Dene Cooper, Exshaw: Heart of the Valley, Manitoba: Exshaw Historical Society, 2005, pp. 28.
Ibid., pp. 28‐29.
3
Alberta Online Encyclopedia, Elders’ Voices:
http://www.abheritage.ca/eldersvoices/peoples/language_nakoda.html
4
Ibid., 30.
5
Ibid., 30
6
Ibid., 30‐31.
2
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The signing of Treaty 7 in 1877 confined all three southern Mountain Stoney bands to a reserve
in Morley.7 Tensions between the groups were high and travel and hunting rights were
increasingly restricted as settlers came into the area.8 To supplement government support, the
Stoney people cut, corded and hauled firewood and later coal to the Loders Lime kilns at the
original Kananaskis settlement.9
Surveying the Bow Valley
In 1800, David Thompson became the first surveyor and mapmaker to chart the Bow Valley.10
Surveying the Rocky Mountains did not begin in earnest until 1871, when British Columbia
joined Canada and the British government promised to build a railroad to the west coast within
the next ten years.11 A suitable pass through the mountains to accomplish this was not found
until 1881‐1882, and it was surveyed by a Canadian Pacific Railway survey crew from Fort
Calgary rather than by Dominion Surveyors.12 The CPR survey crew included famed American
surveyor Major A.B. Rogers, who discovered the Rogers Pass.13
The Dominion Land Survey reached the Rocky Mountains by 1882.14 Land was surveyed into six
mile square townships using the 49th parallel as the first base line. 15 The lots were numbered
serially moving north of the 49th parallel, and were staked out using first wooden, then iron
pegs.16 Allowances were made in the township system to accommodate existing settlements,
such as Morleyville, which was originally surveyed using the river lot system.17 The river lot
system divided land into long, narrow plots that bordered a river or lake. The river lot system
was modeled after the Seigneurial System used in Quebec, and unlike the township system the
river lots were not of a fixed size.18 This was done to accommodate land ownership claims
made by a settler living in a community settled before the land was surveyed. Today, the plans
for these communities are known as Settlement Plans.19
The land registration system used in Alberta is the Torrens System, which operates under the
authority of the Land Titles Act.20 Under this system, the government has legal responsibility for

7

Ibid., 32.
Ibid., 33.
9
Ibid., 33.
10
Ibid., 41.
11
Courtney C.J. Bond, “Surveyors of Canada: 1867‐1967,” The Canadian Surveyor 20, no. 5 (1966):127‐128.
12
Rob Alexander and Dene Cooper, Exshaw: Heart of the Valley, Manitoba: Exshaw Historical Society, 2005, pp. 79.
13
Ibid., 79.
14
Courtney C.J. Bond, “Surveyors of Canada: 1867‐1967,” The Canadian Surveyor 20, no. 5 (1966): 26.
15
Ibid., 20.
16
Ibid., 20‐22.
17
Ibid., 21.
18
Government of Alberta, An Introduction to Alberta Land Titles,
http://www.servicealberta.gov.ab.ca/pdf/ltmanual/LTO_Booklet1.pdf.
19
Ibid., 6.
20
Ibid., 3.
8
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the validity and security of all registered land title information, and has legal custody of all
original land titles.21
Early Residential Development in the Bow Valley
The first settlement in what was to become the municipal district of Bighorn was Morleyville.22
Morleyville was founded 1873 when Methodist missionary John McDougall arrived in the area
to build a mission for the Stoney and other First Nation groups in the area.23 The settlement
consisted of a few houses surrounded by a wooden palisade and was occupied by McDougall,
his brother David, David’s business partner Kenneth McKenzie Jr., and several Métis families.24
The settlement was named after Reverend Dr. William Morley Punshon, a Methodist minister
and a supporter of McDougall’s mission in the Bow Valley area.25John McDougall built a school
and the first Methodist church in Alberta in 1874, and was influential in persuading the First
Nations groups in the Bow Valley area to sign Treaty 7 in 1877.26 The Morleyville settlement
was abandoned by the missionaries in 1925, when the Methodists, Presbyterians and
Congregationalists amalgamated to become the United Church.27 The McDougall family
continues to own land in the municipal district of Bighorn and surrounding area. There are
several sites throughout Alberta named in honour of the McDougall family to commemorate
their influence on the development of early Alberta, including schools, churches, and
government buildings.
The Padmore settlement on the Bow River was named after Fred (Paddy) W. Padmore. Fred
Padmore was part of a Canadian Pacific Railway survey team and became the assistant
commissary in charge of the storehouse built in the Bow River Gap circa 1881.28 The original
settlement consisted of five individuals but soon grew with the addition of Scotsman and
entrepreneur McCandlish, who built three wood‐fired lime pot kilns nearby.29 The Padmore
settlement was largely abandoned shortly after the arrival of the Canadian Pacific Railway in
1885 in favour of the original Kananaskis settlement located a kilometre further west. North
West Mounted Police Officer Colonel James Walker maintained a seasonal log driving camp at
Padmore after moving his sawmill operation to Calgary around 1886.30
The original Kananaskis settlement was linked to the lime kilns started by McCandlish, which
may have been originally started by Johnson and Company.31 In 1883 Edwin Loder came to the
area and worked the lime kilns with McCandlish. Loder filed for squatter’s rights to the
21

Ibid., 3.
Rob Alexander and Dene Cooper, Exshaw: Heart of the Valley, Manitoba: Exshaw Historical Society, 2005, pp 73.
23
Ibid., 73.
24
Ibid., 73.
25
Ibid., 73.
26
Ibid., 71, 73.
27
Ibid., 74.
28
Ibid., 79.
29
Ibid., 79.
30
Ibid., 79‐80.
31
Ibid., 88.
22
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operation when McCandlish failed to return from a routine business trip to Calgary in 1889.32
Loder’s three brothers soon joined him to run the lime kilns. In 1901 the census registered
fourteen residents at the original Kananaskis settlement, including one child.33 The Loders Lime
operation was the economic heart of the settlement, and employed the majority of the
settlement’s residents.34
The hamlet of Exshaw owes its existence to the Western Canada Cement and Coal Company
(WCCCC). Two employees of the International Portland Cement Company, Hugh Fleming and
Dan Diver, discovered a mountain of high quality limestone in the Bow Valley located near shale
deposits containing the silica, alumina, and iron needed to create Portland Cement.35 The
existence of a CPR line through the area to transport the cement across the country convinced
the WCCCC to buy the land in 1905, backed by the CPR and the Bank of Montreal.36 Land was
cleared for the plant and an adjacent townsite that year.37
Exshaw began as a carefully planned community arranged around Portland Avenue, but by the
time the first twenty buildings had been constructed, the community had a much more organic
layout and was surrounded by a scattering of houses arranged randomly on the landscape.38
Construction supplies were shipped into the community by train, and a road between Canmore
and Exshaw was built in 1908.39 During the construction of the cement plant and company
town, the community was overwhelmingly populated by white males.40 The population
primarily consisted of men from England, Austria, Italy, the United States, Scotland, Finland,
and Germany, with a few others from Australia, Tasmania, South America, Hungary, Denmark,
Ireland, Norway, Iceland, Poland, Sweden, and Belgium.41 Asian immigrants also lived and
worked in Exshaw, but they faced a great deal of discrimination that included barring them
from burial within the boundaries of the Exshaw cemetery.42
The former company town of Seebe is located on Highway 1X approximately ten kilometres
east of Exshaw. The land was purchased from the Stoney in 1909.43 Seebe was a company town
owned by Calgary Power, which later became TransAlta, and accommodated employees who
worked at the company’s nearby Horseshoe and Kananaskis dams. Seebe was home to the first
dam built on the Bow River, the Horseshoe Dam. As the operation modernised, fewer
employees were needed and the company town closed in 2003. There are currently no
residents in the community of Seebe. Several unoccupied residential buildings remain, including
32

Ibid., 89.
Ibid., 89.
34
Ibid., 88, 90.
35
Ibid., 122.
36
Ibid. 123.
37
Ibid., 123.
38
Ibid., 123.
39
Ibid., 123.
40
Ibid., 131.
41
Ibid., 131.
42
Ibid., 155.
43
“Stoney Nakoda Nation” Interpretation by TransAlta panel near Seebe
33
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the Superintendent’s House, along with the Seebe School, the Seebe store, a bunkhouse, and a
curling rink. Only the buildings necessary for the operation of the dams are still in use.
The former residential community of Gap Settlement was established in circa 1900 eight
kilometres east of Exshaw, near Gap Lake.44 Like many other small communities along the rail
line, the Gap Settlement was the location of a whistle stop.45 In 1907 the first school in the
district was opened at Exshaw with children from the Gap Settlement in attendance. Before
then, there were not enough children in Exshaw, the original Kananaskis Settlement, or the Gap
Settlement to warrant a school, and the nearest schools were located in Morley and
Canmore.46 The community of Gap included a teahouse built in the 1940s and several small
cabins, which have now been demolished.47 The Gap Lake area was also home to the first
Rockwool production facility and quarry built circa 1930s, located on Grotto Mountain. The
plant closed in 1983, and the site has since been reclaimed.48
The hamlet of Benchlands is located along the Ghost River and Highway 40, approximately fifty‐
eight kilometres northeast of Exshaw and fifteen kilometres north from the Highway 1A
junction. In the 1930s Mrs. Wynne registered a quarter section as a Junior Townsite to
subdivide into residential lots, and she named it Benchlands. In 1934 Guy Gibson bought the
registered Junior Townsite from Mrs. Wynne. Over the years Guy Gibson built many cabins at
Benchlands. Benchlands was initially a summer community, and only later did families begin to
make their permanent homes there. Benchlands was recognised as a Hamlet in 1978.49
Harvie Heights is located five kilometres west of Canmore, just outside the Banff National Park
boundary. Harvie Heights was founded in the 1950s as a summer resort community by the
provincial government with a total of sixty‐four lots available for lease by private individuals.
Applicants were asked to build within the first year of the lease. The rent of the lease was
twenty‐five dollars annually. At that time, the leases were expected to last ten years. No
temporary structures were permitted nor buildings that did not keep with the scenic beauty of
the area.50 The province sold the lots to the lease holders a few years after its creation.51
The hamlet of Dead Man’s Flats is located on the Trans‐Canada Highway approximately seven
kilometres east of Canmore. When the highway was constructed west of Calgary along the
south side of the Bow River in the late 1950s, the community was identified as Dead Man’s
Flats. Residents objected to the name and in the 1970s the community was known as Pigeon
44

Rob Alexander and Dene Cooper, Exshaw: Heart of the Valley, Manitoba: Exshaw Historical Society, 2005, pp 103
Ibid., 136
46
Ibid., 178
47
Ibid., 331, 334
48
Rob Alexander and Dene Cooper, Exshaw: Heart of the Valley, Manitoba: Exshaw Historical Society, 2005, pp
332‐333
49
Harry Sanders, “The Story Behind Alberta Names: How cities, Town, villages and Hamlets Got their Names”
Calgary: Red Deer Press, 2003 pp 48
50
Calgary Herald, "New Resort Town Opens This Year Near Banff” June, 2010.
51
Jeff Adams, “Hidden Treasures,” Calgary Herald, August 19, 1995.
45
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Mountain Service Centre after the nearby ski hill of Pigeon Mountain. When the ski hill closed in
the 1980s, the name of the community was changed back to Dead Man’s Flats.52
The hamlet of Lac Des Arcs is located eighteen kilometres east of Canmore just off the Trans‐
Canada Highway, on the south side of the Bow River across from Exshaw. The hamlet originated
in 1962 as the result of a controversial subdivision approval, the issue being the alluvial dust
that was known to blow off the lake area to the west when water levels dropped.
Consequently, the initial approval anticipated a summer cottage resort community but it
quickly became home for many full time residents. This mix has continued, with about half the
hamlet comprised of full time residents.53 The community was designated a hamlet in 1979 and
named for the nearby lake, Lac Des Arcs.54
Education in Exshaw
The first school in the district opened in Exshaw in 1907.55 Before then, there weren’t enough
children in Exshaw or the nearby settlements of the original Kananaskis and the Gap to warrant
a school, and the nearest schools were in Morley, which opened 1875 and in Canmore which
opened in 1894.56 The Exshaw school used an old mill office building until the Department of
Education built a new school in Exshaw on Western Canada Cement and Coal Company land.57
The new one‐room school had electricity, a coal‐fired furnace and hard wood floors, and was
built of sandstone blocks brought from Calgary.58 Students attended from Exshaw, the original
Kananaskis settlement, and the Gap.59
In 1924 the school received a sandstone addition with indoor plumbing, and the addition was
used as a classroom for Grades 7, 8 and 9.60 Students completed correspondence courses for
Grades 10, 11, and 12, and took their final exams in Canmore.61 This school building was
destroyed by fire in 1932 when furnace pipes overheated, and a new school was opened in
Exshaw in 1933.62 The new wood frame school had a brick and stucco exterior, multiple
classrooms, and facilities to accommodate typing classes, home economics, and a shop.63

52

Harry sanders Harry Sanders, “The Story Behind Alberta Names: How cities, Town, villages and Hamlets Got their
Names” Calgary: Red Deer Press, 2003 pp 106‐107
53
Greg Birch, e‐mail message to author, August 4th, 2010
54
Harry Sanders, “The Story Behind Alberta Names: How cities, Town, villages and Hamlets Got their Names”
Calgary: Red Deer Press, 2003 pp 184
55
Rob Alexander and Dene Cooper, Exshaw: Heart of the Valley, Manitoba: Exshaw Historical Society, 2005, pp
178.
56
Ibid., 178.
57
Ibid., 178.
58
Ibid., 178, 179.
59
Ibid., 179.
60
Ibid., 180.
61
Ibid., 180.
62
Ibid., 180.
63
Ibid., 180.
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Two classrooms were added to the school in 1954, and the school grew from two to three
teachers: Harry and Hazel Parkinson, and Vernon A. McNamee.64 Harry and Hazel Parkinson
were a husband and wife team who had taught at Exshaw School since 1929.65 They remained
in Exshaw until their retirement in 1955, and a duplex was constructed to accommodate new
staff brought in to replace them.66 Vernon A. McNamee replaced Harry Parkinson as school
principal in 1955.67
A new school was built in Exshaw in 1960 that had five classrooms, a library and an office.68 The
new school accommodated Grades 5 to 9, while Grades 1 to 4 remained in the 1933 school
building.69 Two new teacherages were constructed and three buildings purchased as
teacherages to accommodate the new teachers.70
In 1961 an agreement was signed allowing ten children from Morley to attend school in
Exshaw, and in 1969 the Kananaskis School Division No.5100 joined Exshaw School Division
No.1699.71 Rent for the teacherages also increased from $40 to $100 per month in 1969, and
the homes became available for rent by tenants other than School Board employees.72 When
uptown Exshaw was demolished to make way for the cement plant expansion in 1973, the 1933
school building was destroyed and Exshaw once again had only one school building.73 In 1974
six portables were added to the 1960 school to accommodate the increase in students.74
In the 1970s the Exshaw School Board decided to participate in the Bow River Regional School
Division No.4, which was an experimental administrative concept that involved sharing
administrative structures and personnel.75 The experiment was less successful than hoped, and
in 1978 the Banff School District withdrew from the project, followed by the Exshaw School
District in 1980.76 The Exshaw School District No.1699 had only one school, and in 1986
Improvement District No.8 purchased the land that the Exshaw School and teacherage duplex
occupied, thereby qualifying it for provincial grants.77
In 1994 Exshaw School Division No.1699 amalgamated with Mount Rundle School Division No.
64, the Banff School Division, and the Lake Louise School Division to become the Canadian
Rockies School Division No.12, which is now known as the Canadian Rockies Public School
64

Ibid., 181.
Ibid., 180.
66
Ibid., 181.
67
Ibid., 185.
68
Ibid., 181.
69
Ibid., 181.
70
Ibid., 181.
71
Ibid., 181.
72
Ibid., 181.
73
Ibid., 181.
74
Ibid., 181.
75
Ibid., 182.
76
Ibid., 182.
77
Ibid., 182.
65
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Division.78 All the teacherages except the duplex were sold at this time.79 Renovations on the
Exshaw School began in 2000, and the Exshaw School continues to serve the community.80
The Canadian Pacific Railroad
In 1881, it was decided that the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) Transcontinental line would be
built through the Bow Valley on its way to British Columbia.81 This decision would have a huge
impact on the development of the area. The railway line crossed the Rocky Mountains along
the Bow Valley, and the last spike was driven into the line in Craigellachie, British Columbia, on
November 7th, 1885.82 The CPR railgangs earned a short distance track laying record for laying
600 feet of track in 6.5 minutes at the Gap due to the gentle grade of the Bow Valley.83
Whistle stops along the Bow Valley Run included Morley, Osada, Seebe, Padmore (Kananaskis),
Exshaw, Gap, and Canmore.84 Of those, Morley, Exshaw, and Canmore were stations with
freight and passenger facilities.85 Trains would stop at these stations on a regular schedule,
while trains would stop at the other stations only if there was a green flag or a lantern
displayed, depending on whether it was day or night.86
The first train station in Exshaw was a parked boxcar on a siding.87 It served as a train station,
telegraph office and home for George Dineen, who was the station agent at that time.88 A
temporary building was constructed to house the station until 1907, when a permanent station
was constructed along the side of the tracks.89 That building was demolished in the 1970s.90
The presence of the CPR in the Bow Valley enabled industry to flourish, as it made the
exportation of products such as Portland cement and live cattle possible. The presence of the
rail line also brought a number of distinguished individuals through Exshaw, although few
alighted from their trains. These include Sam Steele and a contingent of North West Mounted
Police travelling back through Alberta from British Columbia to deal with the North West
Rebellion in 1885, Sir John A. MacDonald and his wife in 1886, the Duke and Duchess of
Cornwall in 1901, and King George VI and Queen Elizabeth in 1939.91

78

Ibid., 183.
Ibid., 183.
80
Ibid., 183.
81
Ibid., 85.
82
Ibid., 87.
83
Ibid., 87.
84
Ibid., 136.
85
Ibid., 136.
86
Ibid., 136.
87
Ibid., 135.
88
Ibid., 137.
89
Ibid., 135.
90
Ibid., 135.
91
Ibid., 141.
79
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Early Industry in the Bow Valley
The settlement of the Bow Valley area was hugely influenced by local industry, especially the
extraction and processing of lime. Graymont Western Canada Inc. and Lafarge Canada are the
modern incarnations of the two companies whose industry has shaped the Bow Valley region
since the early 1900s.
The first lime kilns and quarry in the area, which became the first major industrial site in the
Bow Valley, were built circa 1890 by Johnson & Company or Scotsman McCandlish near the
Padmore settlement.92 The site consisted of three wood‐fired pot kilns.93 The pot kilns were
built into the side of a hill and were open at the side and top.94 Quarried limestone was piled
inside and cooked for days with firewood.95 The pot kilns were very labour intensive and
required a great deal of firewood to run. 96
In 1889, McCandlish failed to return from a trip to Calgary and Edwin Loder filed for and was
granted squatter’s rights to the lime operation.97 Edwin Loder and his three brothers renamed
the operation Loder Brothers, discontinued the use of the original wood‐fired pot kilns and built
new more efficient coal‐fired vertical kilns.98 Vertical kilns were open at the top and bottom,
and heated in the middle. Lime was added to the top, cooked in the middle, and had cooled by
the time it was retrieved from the bottom. The upgrade cost $10,000, and the plant renewed
operations closer to the quarry in 1908 under the name Loders Lime Company Limited.99
The company remained in the family until it was sold to Harry Garnett in 1938.100 Company
facilities were in poor shape, and an upgrade was needed to continue operating safely. The
plant was renovated and lime processing and hydrating facilities were added to the operation
for a cost of $12,000 to $13,000.101 The board of directors decided to install hydrator machinery
and a calcium carbonate plant soon after the upgrade was completed, and the hydrator
machinery and calcium carbonate plant provided enough work to carry the company through
the Second World War.102
Harry Garnett died in 1940 and his wife, Margaret, took over the company.103 She ran Loders
Lime until she sold it to Steel Brothers & Company in 1952, and the new owners immediately
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began to upgrade the operation.104 Fuel for the kilns was changed from coal to natural gas and
the quarry was mechanized.105 In 1967 the plant installed a gas‐fired inclined rotary kiln.106 An
inclined rotary kiln is a long, slightly inclined cylindrical kiln that rotates along its central axis
and is heated from its base.107 Rotary kilns can process larger amounts of lime, and Steel
Brothers’ earnings increased as a result.108 A second gas‐fired inclined rotary kiln began
operating in 1972, and in 1979 Highway 1A was upgraded in response to the increase in
industrial traffic generated by the plant.109
In 1988 the Steel Brothers sold the operation to Continental Lime.110 A year later the lime plant
was sold to Graymont Western Canada Inc. 111
Robert Prim Butchart began operating at Gap Lake in the Bow Corridor before the turn of the
twentieth century, and was instrumental in introducing Portland cement technology to the
area.112 The quarry was located uphill from the vertical kiln, so that carts filled with limestone
could descend the 200 feet to the kiln on the valley floor. Butchart’s plant was small and used a
vertical cement kiln, which became outdated in 1902 when American inventor Thomas Edison
patented a new kiln process of inclined coal fired rotary kilns. With the vertical kiln process, the
lime is fed into the top of vertical shaft kilns and heated to 1000° mid‐way down the shaft. Air is
drawn up from the bottom of the shaft to cool the lime, and the burnt lime is retrieved from
the bottom. The new inclined kilns were longer and able to process more lime, and improved
energy efficiency and process control. Butchart’s operation and vertical shaft kiln were
unprofitable, so he sold the limestone plant to the Robinson family. The Robinsons continued to
quarry and manufacture cement until 1907, when they were displaced by the cement plant at
Exshaw. In 1952 the quarry was bought by Steel Brothers, whose operation became Graymont
in 1989.113 The Butchart vertical kiln was partially buried under gravel when the road to the
quarry was built, and the slot quarry is being reclaimed.114 Graymont continues to be a major
employer and lime processer in the area.
The second major industrial site in the Bow Valley, located in what was to become the hamlet
of Exshaw, was constructed by the Western Canada Cement and Coal Company in 1905 to take
advantage of the area’s high quality limestone and silica, alumina, and iron deposits needed to
create Portland cement.115 The seven‐acre parcel of land for the future plant was cleared by
104
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hand, six custom‐designed 80x27’ kilns were installed to process the lime, fifteen buildings
were constructed to house plant machinery and as warehousing, and the final total for
construction was $1.5 million.116 The new plant was hailed as a “revolutionary” addition to
Canada’s Portland cement industry, and was the largest cement plant in the Valley.117
The plant, however, opened a year behind schedule and was plagued by debt.118 In 1911 the
WCCCC sold the Exshaw plant to the Canada Cement Company for a paltry $50,000, becoming
the seventh of the newly formed company’s plants in Canada.119 The Canada Cement Company
decided to modernize the Exshaw plant in 1912, and replaced three of the six 80’ kilns with 150’
kilns.120 The remaining three kilns were shut down.121 The First World War slowed the market
for cement and production at the plant was reduced to a quarter of its capacity. The Great
Depression further reduced the market and hampered the Exshaw plant’s ability to produce
cement.122
Although the Second World War impacted the Exshaw plant’s ability to function at full capacity,
the plant benefited greatly from Alberta’s post‐war economic boom. Between 1945 and 1947
two new kilns replaced the 150’ kilns; one was 278’ and the other was 310’ in length.123 The
Exshaw plant switched from a dry‐process to a wet‐process for cement production in 1951, and
the new process was cleaner, easier, and more productive.124 A new quarry and a third long kiln
were added in the early 1950s, but the increase in activity caused the people of nearby Seebe
to file a complaint because of the dust and smog produced by the plant.125
In 1970 the Canada Cement Company merged with Lafarge Canada, and in 1974 Lafarge
expanded the plant into the Exshaw townsite and installed a fourth kiln that was 600’ in
length.126 In 1979 a fifth kiln was added to the operation, and in 2002 the plant was converted
from natural gas back to coal in response to rising fuel costs.127The Exshaw plant continues to
be a major economic contributor in the Bow Valley and is currently the largest employer in the
Bow Valley area.
Ranching

116

Ibid., 123.
Ibid., 123, 130.
118
Ibid., 161.
119
Ibid., 161.
120
Ibid., 161.
121
Ibid., 164.
122
Ibid., 161‐162.
123
Ibid., 162.
124
Ibid., 162.
125
Ibid., 163.
126
Ibid.,163, 164.
127
Ibid., 164.
117

Heritage Collaborative Inc. January 2011

15

Context Paper

Municipal District of Bighorn Heritage Inventory

Ranching began in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains in the early 1800s,128 and initially was
quite successful. The cattle market focused mostly on the live shipment of cattle to Great
Britain, and cattle from the Bow Valley area were shipped to eastern Canada by rail.129
Unfortunately, the unusually harsh winter of 1905‐1906 killed thousands of heads of cattle,130
and that combined with the growing popularity of homesteading, rising provincial land taxes,
and a flood of Argentinean beef into the British market meant that ranching as an occupation
diminished in popularity and many ranchers abandoned their operations in 1911 and 1912.131
The cattle industry recovered two years later due to improved provincial leasing tenures and
the
addition
of
the
United
States
as
an
export
market.132
This rapid improvement in leasing, the availability of good pastures, and the ability of the CPR
to transport western beef to eastern markets meant that the cattle industry survived its early
mishaps to become a primary industry in the Bow Valley area.133
The National Park
Rocky Mountains Park received National Park status in 1887, and was the first national park in
Canada and the third designated national park in the world.134 The discovery of mineral hot
springs in 1883 prompted Sir John A. MacDonald to create a reserve area in 1885 in order to
retain public ownership of the land and avoid losing the hot springs to private speculators.135 It
quickly became a tourist destination because of the spectacular landscape and the hot springs.
The motorists coming into the park were registered by the Royal North West Mountain
Police.136 From 1904 until 1910 no cars were allowed in the park.137
The increasing popularity of car clubs and car touring meant that issuing passes to motor
tourists began to interfere with policing duties. In 1916 a park gate was constructed on Loder
Brothers’ land in the present day Kananaskis Settlement, and park gate duty granted to Annie
Staple, the wife of a park warden.138 This first, temporary gate consisted of a tent and a table
beneath a tree.139 In 1917 a timber archway and a small office were constructed. When the
128
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park boundary was moved west in 1930, and renamed the Banff National Park, Annie Staple
was transferred to other park gates for a short period of time before returning to the new
“east” Banff park gate location in 1931.
Forestry and Forest Fire Prevention
Forestry was and continues to be a major industry in the Bow Valley. One of the first mills in the
Bow Valley area was operated by Colonel James Walker, a retired North West Mounted Police
officer who helped lead the NWMP in their 1874 trek along the Canadian border from Ottawa
to the lawless west.140 Walker bought a sawmill from the Cochrane Ranch and relocated it near
the original Kananaskis Settlement when the CPR arrived in the Bow Valley in 1883.141 By 1884
Walker’s mill had processed two million board feet, and Walker began selling timber to the CPR
for railway ties and timber.142 When the CPR finished the railroad in 1886, demand for timber
by the CPR decreased and Walker moved his mill, the Bow River Lumber Company, onto his
homestead near the confluence of the Elbow and Bow rivers in order to take advantage of the
building boom in Calgary.143
The largest lumber company in the Bow Valley area was the Eau Claire Lumber Company. The
Eau Claire Lumber Company was a joint endeavour by Ottawa lawyer Kutusoff Macfee, Isaac
Kendal Kerr of the North West Lumber Company, and William Cameron and Dan Donnellan
from Eau Claire, Wisconsin.144 Eau Claire, Wisconsin, was a major lumber producer in the
United States, but deforestation meant that by the 1800s the industry was looking elsewhere
for new opportunities.145 By 1884 the Eau Claire and Bow River Lumber Company obtained
titles to ten lumber berths with a total area of approximately 1238 square kilometres.146 The
Eau Claire Lumber Company’s main market was the construction industry in the Calgary area,147
but they also supplied wood for cabins and other buildings in the Ghost Valley area, including
the Patterson Cabin built by Guy Gibson in the early 1930s. The Eau Claire Lumber Company
used the Ghost River to transport logs to the mill. Raymond Patterson selected logs for his cabin
as they floated downstream to the mill.148
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Logging in the area was in decline after the Second World War, partially because Banff National
Park began to limit logging within its borders and the federal government imposed harvesting
regulations protecting trees with a diameter of less than eight inches (20 centimetres).149 The
Eau Claire Lumber Company remained in business in the Bow Valley area until 1956, when the
company dissolved.150
Forest fire management is a vital aspect of the forestry industry. Forestry management in
western Canada began in 1882 when a Crown timber agent and a forest ranger were stationed
in Edmonton.151 A second forest ranger was stationed in Calgary.152 In 1919 “The Great Fire”
burned 2.8 million hectares in Saskatchewan and south eastern Alberta,153 and the devastation
it caused made the need for better fire detection, faster communication, and improved access
to fire areas apparent.154 Two years later, in 1921, the first fire control plan was developed for
Alberta’s forests and the first fire lookout cabin was constructed.155 The Black Rock Mountain
fire lookout was constructed in 1928.156 The Black Rock Mountain fire lookout was replaced by
the Mockingbird lookout in 1950, and forestry management and forest fire prevention
continues to protect, conserve and manage the forests of the Bow Valley and area.157
The Cold War and the Bow Valley
The Cold War began after the Second World War ended. The Soviet Union and its proxy states
clashed with the Western powers, most notably the United States of America. Their political
and ideological differences manifested in political conflict, economic competition, and military
tension. The Cold War never became a true war, but its effects were felt world‐wide.
The most obvious impact of the Cold War in the Bow Valley was the Rocky Mountain Vaults and
Archives Ltd.’s proposed vault storage area inside Mount McGillivray. A brochure distributed by
the Rocky Mountain Vaults and Archives Ltd. stated that the archival system inside the
mountain was to consist of vault rooms carved a minimum of 500’ into solid limestone, with
steel doors, whitewashed walls, and fresh air piped in from the surface. The underground vault
149
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system was designed to secure corporate and private documents and information against fire,
flood, wind, insects, rodents, mildew, cave‐ins, theft, and hydrogen bombs.
Local reaction to this scheme was one of incredulity, as the Bow Valley was relatively
untouched by the fear that characterized the Cold War in the United States.158 The vaults were
never completed, but the remaining tunnels are a testament to the North American anxiety and
paranoia that defined the Cold War.
The Lafarge Canada Exshaw Plant Expansion
The Lafarge Exshaw Plant expansion had a radical effect on the community of Exshaw. The
expansion was announced in 1972 when Exshaw’s residents were notified by letter that the
cement plant was expanding onto the land then occupied by the town of Exshaw.159 Plant
Manager Tom Pierce visited every family affected by the plant’s expansion and explained that
the plant had to expand or it would be closed.160
The expansion began in July of 1973 and was completed in two phases.161 Forty‐seven homes
were affected by the expansion, ten of which were privately owned. The houses owned by the
company were offered to their tenants for one dollar, and the owners of privately owned
houses on company land were given a sum equalling half the appraised value of the house.162
The home owners then moved the houses onto lease‐land not needed for the plant expansion
or onto private lots within the community.163 Other sites demolished as part of the expansion
were the elementary school, the general store, the Protestant church, the Portland Hotel, the
curling and skating rinks, and the entirety of Exshaw’s Main Street, which was known as
Portland Avenue, except for the St. Bernard’s Catholic Church.164 The Portland Hotel was
constructed in 1906 and had been the social hub of the community. It was located at the top of
Portland Avenue and served as a community centre, restaurant and dance hall. At that time,
the existing plant was also demolished and replaced, and a new 600 foot kiln was installed.165
The community’s original configuration ceased to exist as a result of the expansion, but without
the much‐needed modernization and upgrade, the Lafarge plant would have been unable to
remain in business.166 The plant is the economic foundation for the Bow Valley, and the 1970s
expansion has ensured the community of Exshaw’s continued survival.
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2 Mount Kidd Crescent, Exshaw

Description of the Historic Place
This circa 1947 one and one‐half storey catalogue house has a medium gable roof with
flared eaves, and an open front porch with a hipped roof and wood panel door. It is
located on a large corner lot on a residential crescent in the hamlet of Exshaw.
Heritage Value
This catalogue house is significant for its construction, for its design, and for its
association with the theme of the development of Exshaw.
This residence is significant for its catalogue house construction. The house was ordered
from a catalogue, and the pieces were delivered with floors and joists pre‐assembled.
The exterior walls and floor were connected by hinges, and construction involved lifting
the walls and nailing them into place.
This residence is significant for its catalogue house design. The pre‐fabricated design of
this post‐war residence is characterized by a front‐facing gable roof with flared eaves,
and a cantilevered roof over the projecting front entrance. This house also incorporates
simple decorative details such as corner boards, trim boards, and wide skirting boards.
This residence is part of a collection of three similar catalogue houses located on Mount
Kidd Crescent that were originally purchased by the Canada Cement Company, now
Lafarge.
This residence is significant for its association with the theme of the development of
Exshaw. This house was originally constructed near the cement plant on company land
in uptown Exshaw. When Lafarge expanded the plant in 1973, the buildings located in
uptown Exshaw were either moved or demolished. Forty‐seven homes were affected by
the expansion, ten of which were privately owned. The company houses were offered to
their tenants for one dollar and the owners of privately owned homes on company land
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were given a sum equalling half the appraised value of the house. This house was
moved from uptown Exshaw to its present location, and onto a new foundation, during
the plant expansion and is one of the few surviving elements of the earlier Exshaw
townsite.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of the
circa 1947 one and one‐half storey catalogue house include:








The one and one‐half storey front‐facing medium gable roof with flared eaves
The cantilevered hip roof over the projecting front entrance
The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows, and all authentic
window and door openings
The corner boards, trim boards, and wide skirting boards
The authentic wood storm front door
The location within a group of three catalogue houses on one residential
crescent
The features that correspond to the catalogue house design

This building may require interventions prior to submission for listing on the Alberta
Register of Historic Places and to be eligible for provincial funding. Interventions should
be in accordance with the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic
Places in Canada.*
* See corresponding Municipal Heritage Survey Review Form (MHSRF)
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2 Mount Kidd Crescent, Exshaw
One and one‐half storey catalogue house
with a medium gable roof with flared
eaves, and open front porch with a hipped
roof and wood panel door.

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

A: Theme – Development of Exshaw (moved from uptown Exshaw)
C: Construction – Catalogue House
C: Design – Catalogue House
Located on a large corner lot on a residential crescent in the hamlet of
Exshaw.
Circa 1947 to present (pre‐vinyl siding)




Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)






Integrity Criteria:
1. Location
2. Design
3. Environment
4. Materials
5. Workmanship

The one and one‐half storey front‐facing medium gable roof with
flared eaves
The cantilevered hip roof over the projecting front entrance
The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows,
and all authentic window and door openings
The corner boards, trim boards, and wide skirting boards
The authentic wood storm front door
The location within a group of three catalogue houses on one
residential crescent
The features that correspond to the catalogue house design

The overall integrity of the building may be satisfactory.*
The location of the building has changed: moved from uptown Exshaw
during the plant expansion in 1973 ‐1974, and is one of the surviving
residential buildings from uptown Exshaw.
The design of the building has not been significantly altered, except for
the addition of new windows.
The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years. Currently on residential street similar to original location.
The authentic materials of the building have not changed, except for the
addition of vinyl siding and new windows.
The workmanship of the building is authentic, except for the addition
vinyl siding and windows.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the building and site has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the building have not changed.

* This building may require interventions prior to submission for listing on the Alberta Register
of Historic Places and to be eligible for provincial funding. Interventions should be in accordance
with the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada.
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4 Mount Kidd Crescent, Exshaw

Description of the Historic Place
This circa 1947 one and one‐half storey catalogue house has a medium gable roof with
flared eaves and an open front porch with a hipped roof. It is located on a large lot on a
residential crescent in the hamlet of Exshaw.
Heritage Value
This catalogue house is significant for its construction, for its design, and for its
association with the theme of the development of Exshaw.
This residence is significant for its catalogue house construction. The house was ordered
from a catalogue, and the pieces were delivered with floors and joists pre‐assembled.
The exterior walls and floor were connected by hinges, and construction involved lifting
the walls and nailing them into place.
This residence is significant for its catalogue house design. The pre‐fabricated design of
this post‐war residence is characterized by the front‐facing gable roof with flared eaves,
and the cantilevered roof over the projecting front entrance. This residence is part of a
collection of three similar catalogue houses located on Mount Kidd Crescent that were
originally purchased by the Canada Cement Company, now Lafarge.
This residence is significant for its association with the theme of the development of
Exshaw. This house was originally constructed near the cement plant on company land
in uptown Exshaw. When Lafarge expanded the plant in 1973, the buildings located in
uptown Exshaw were either moved or demolished. Forty‐seven homes were affected by
the expansion, ten of which were privately owned. The company houses were offered to
their tenants for one dollar, and the owners of privately owned homes on company land
were given a sum equalling half the appraised value of the house. This house was
moved from uptown Exshaw to its present location, and onto a new foundation, during
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the plant expansion, and is one of the few surviving elements of the earlier Exshaw
townsite.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of this
circa 1947 one and one‐half storey catalogue house include:






The one and one‐half storey front‐facing medium gable roof with flared eaves
The cantilevered hip roof over the projecting front entrance
The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows, and all authentic
window and door openings
The location within a group of three catalogue houses on one residential
crescent
The features that correspond to the catalogue house design

This building may require interventions prior to submission for listing on the Alberta
Register of Historic Places and to be eligible for provincial funding. Interventions should
be in accordance with the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic
Places in Canada.*
* See corresponding Municipal Heritage Survey Review Form (MHSRF)
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4 Mount Kidd Crescent, Exshaw
One and one‐half storey catalogue house
with a medium gable roof with flared
eaves, and an open front porch with a
hipped roof.

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

A: Theme – Development of Exshaw (moved from uptown Exshaw)
C: Construction – Catalogue House
C: Design – Catalogue House
Located on a large lot on a residential crescent in the hamlet of Exshaw.
Circa 1947 to present (pre‐new siding)


Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)






Integrity Criteria:
1. Location
2. Design
3. Environment
4. Materials
5. Workmanship

The one and one‐half storey front‐facing medium gable roof with
flared eaves
The cantilevered hip roof over the projecting front entrance
The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows,
and all authentic window and door openings
The location within a group of three catalogue houses on one
residential crescent
The features that correspond to the catalogue house design

The overall integrity of the building may be satisfactory.*
The location of the building has changed: moved from uptown Exshaw
during the plant expansion in 1973 ‐1974, and is one of the surviving
residential buildings from uptown Exshaw.
The design of the building has been altered, with the addition of new
siding, new windows, and new front porch.
The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years. Currently on residential street similar to original location
The authentic materials of the building have changed, with the addition
of wide siding and new windows and trim.
The workmanship of the building is authentic, except for the addition
new siding and windows.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the building and site has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the building have not changed.

* This building may require interventions prior to submission for listing on the Alberta Register
of Historic Places and to be eligible for provincial funding. Interventions should be in accordance
with the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada.
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6 Mount McGillivary Drive, Exshaw

Description of the Historic Place
This 1947 one and one‐half storey catalogue house has a medium gable roof with flared
eaves, and an open front porch with a hipped roof. It is located on a single lot on a
residential street in the hamlet of Exshaw.
Heritage Value
This catalogue house is significant for its construction, for its design, and for its
association with the theme of the development of Exshaw.
This residence is significant for its catalogue house construction. The house was ordered
from a catalogue, and the pieces were delivered with floors and joists pre‐assembled.
The exterior walls and floor were connected by hinges, and construction involved lifting
the walls and nailing them into place.
This residence is significant for its catalogue house design. The pre‐fabricated design of
this post‐war residence is characterized by the front‐facing gable roof with flared eaves,
and the cantilevered roof over the projecting front entrance. The design of this
residence is similar to four other catalogue houses originally purchased by the Canada
Cement Company, now Lafarge, including the collection of three catalogue houses on
Mount Kidd Crescent.
This residence is significant for its association with the theme of the development of
Exshaw. This house was originally constructed in 1947 and located near the cement
plant on company land in uptown Exshaw. The Hogarth family moved into this house in
1971, when it was located two blocks from the main street. When Lafarge expanded the
plant in 1973, the buildings located in uptown Exshaw were either moved or
demolished. Forty‐seven homes were impacted by the expansion, ten of which were
privately owned. The Hogarth family bought their home from Lafarge for one dollar in
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1974, and moved it onto a new foundation and a lot they had cleared themselves in
Exshaw. This house is one of the few surviving elements of the earlier Exshaw townsite.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of this
1947 one and one‐half storey catalogue house include:





The one and one‐half storey front‐facing medium gable roof with flared eaves
The cantilevered hip roof over the projecting front entrance
The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows, and all authentic
window and door openings
The features that correspond to the catalogue house design

This building may require interventions prior to submission for listing on the Alberta
Register of Historic Places and to be eligible for provincial funding. Interventions should
be in accordance with the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic
Places in Canada.*
* See corresponding Municipal Heritage Survey Review Form (MHSRF)
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6 Mount McGillivary Drive, Exshaw
One and one‐half storey catalogue house
with a medium gable roof with flared
eaves, vinyl siding, and an open front porch
with a hipped roof.

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

A: Theme – Development of Exshaw (moved from uptown Exshaw)
C: Construction – Catalogue House
C: Design – Catalogue House
Located on a single lot on a residential street in the hamlet of Exshaw.
1947 to present (pre‐vinyl siding)


Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)





Integrity Criteria:
1. Location
2. Design
3. Environment
4. Materials
5. Workmanship

The one and one‐half storey front‐facing medium gable roof with
flared eaves
The cantilevered hip roof over the projecting front entrance
The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows,
and all authentic window and door openings
The features that correspond to the catalogue house design

The overall integrity of the building may be satisfactory.*
The location of the building has changed: moved from uptown Exshaw
during the plant expansion in 1973 ‐1974, and is one of the surviving
residential buildings from uptown Exshaw.
The design of the building has not been significantly altered, except for
the addition of new windows and new front steps.
The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years. Currently on residential street similar to original location.
The authentic materials of the building have changed: addition of new
vinyl siding, new front steps, and new windows.
The workmanship of the building is authentic, except for the addition of
vinyl siding, new front steps and new windows.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the building and site has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the building have not changed.

* This building may require interventions prior to submission for listing on the Alberta Register
of Historic Places and to be eligible for provincial funding. Interventions should be in accordance
with the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada.
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7 Mount Kidd Crescent, Exshaw

Description of the Historic Place
This circa 1947 one and one‐half storey catalogue house has a medium gable roof with
flared eaves and an open front porch with a hipped roof. It is located on a large lot on a
residential crescent in the hamlet of Exshaw.
Heritage Value
This catalogue house is significant for its construction, for its design, and for its
association with the theme of the development of Exshaw.
This residence is significant for its catalogue house construction. The house was ordered
from a catalogue, and the pieces were delivered with floors and joists pre‐assembled.
The exterior walls and floor were connected by hinges, and construction involved lifting
the walls and nailing them into place.
This residence is significant for its catalogue house design. The pre‐fabricated design of
this post‐war residence is characterized by a front‐facing gable roof with flared eaves,
and a cantilevered roof over the projecting front entrance. The home also incorporates
simple decorative details such as corner boards and trim boards. This residence is part
of a collection of three similar catalogue houses located on Mount Kidd Crescent that
were originally purchased by the Canada Cement Company, now Lafarge.
This residence is significant for its association with the theme of the development of
Exshaw. This house was originally constructed near the cement plant on company land
in uptown Exshaw. It was located facing Portland Avenue, between the cenotaph and
Jenkins general store. When Lafarge expanded the plant in 1973, the buildings located in
uptown Exshaw were either moved or demolished. Forty‐seven homes were affected by
the expansion, ten of which were privately owned. The houses owned by the company
were offered to their tenants for one dollar, and the owners of privately owned homes
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on company land were given a sum equalling half the appraised value of the house. This
house was occupied by the Hofman family when the Lafarge plant expanded. The
Hofman family bought and moved the house from uptown Exshaw to its present
location and onto a new foundation, on Mount Kidd Crescent. This house is one of the
few surviving elements of the earlier Exshaw townsite.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of this
circa 1947 one and one‐half storey catalogue house include:









The one and one‐half storey front‐facing medium gable roof with flared eaves
The cantilevered hip roof over the projecting front entrance
The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows, and all authentic
window and door openings
The corner boards and trim boards
The authentic wood storm front door
The authentic front porch and steps
The location within a group of three catalogue houses on one residential
crescent
The features that correspond to the catalogue house design

This building may require interventions prior to submission for listing on the Alberta
Register of Historic Places and to be eligible for provincial funding. Interventions should
be in accordance with the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic
Places in Canada. *
* See corresponding Municipal Heritage Survey Review Form (MHSRF)
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7 Mount Kidd Crescent, Exshaw
One and one‐half storey catalogue house
with a medium gable roof with flared eaves
and an open front porch with a hipped roof.

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

A: Theme – Development of Exshaw (moved from uptown Exshaw)
C: Construction – Catalogue House
C: Design – Catalogue House
Located on a large lot on a residential crescent in the hamlet of Exshaw.
Circa 1947 to present (pre‐aluminum siding)




Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)







Integrity Criteria:
1. Location
2. Design
3. Environment
4. Materials
5. Workmanship

The one and one‐half storey front‐facing medium gable roof with
flared eaves
The cantilevered hip roof over the projecting front entrance
The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows,
and all authentic window and door openings
The corner boards and trim boards
The authentic wood storm front door
The authentic front porch and steps
The location within a group of three catalogue houses on one
residential crescent
The features that correspond to the catalogue house design

The overall integrity of the building may be satisfactory.*
The location of the building has changed: moved from uptown Exshaw
during the plant expansion in 1973 ‐1974, and is one of the surviving
residential buildings from uptown Exshaw.
The design of the building has not been significantly altered except for
minor side addition and side deck.
The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years. Currently on residential street similar to original location.
The authentic materials of the building have changed with the addition
of aluminum siding.
The workmanship of the building is authentic, except for the aluminum
siding.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the building and site has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the building have not changed.

* This building may require interventions prior to submission for listing on the Alberta Register
of Historic Places and to be eligible for provincial funding. Interventions should be in accordance
with the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada.
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11 Pigeon Mountain Drive, Exshaw

Description of the Historic Place
This circa 1947 one and one‐half storey catalogue house has a medium gable roof with
flared eaves, a shed roof extension on one side, and a shed roof enclosed front porch. It
is located on a single lot on a residential street in the hamlet of Exshaw.
Heritage Value
This catalogue house is significant for its construction, for its design, and for its
association with the theme of the development of Exshaw.
This residence is significant for its catalogue house construction. The house was ordered
from a catalogue, and the pieces were delivered with floors and joists pre‐assembled.
The exterior walls and floor were connected by hinges, and construction involved lifting
the walls and nailing them into place.
This residence is significant for its catalogue house design. The pre‐fabricated design of
this post‐war residence is characterized by the front‐facing gable roof with flared eaves.
The design of this residence is similar to four other catalogue houses originally
purchased by the Canada Cement Company, now Lafarge, including the collection of
three catalogue houses on Mount Kidd Crescent.
This residence is significant for its association with the theme of the development of
Exshaw. This house was originally constructed near the cement plant on company land
in uptown Exshaw. When Lafarge expanded the plant in 1973, the buildings located in
uptown Exshaw were either moved or demolished. Forty‐seven homes were affected by
the expansion, ten of which were privately owned. The houses owned by the company
were offered to their tenants for one dollar, and the owners of privately owned homes
on company land were given a sum equalling half the appraised value of the house. This
house was moved from uptown Exshaw to its present location and onto a new
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foundation, during the plant expansion and is one of the few surviving elements of the
earlier Exshaw townsite.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of this
circa 1947 one and one‐half storey catalogue house include:




The one and one‐half storey front‐facing medium gable roof with flared eaves
The patterns, style, and construction of all authentic windows, and all authentic
window and door openings
The features that correspond to the catalogue house design

This building may require interventions prior to submission for listing on the Alberta
Register of Historic Places and to be eligible for provincial funding. Interventions should
be in accordance with the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic
Places in Canada.*
* See corresponding Municipal Heritage Survey Review Form (MHSRF)
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11 Pigeon Mountain Drive, Exshaw
One and one‐half storey catalogue house
with vinyl siding, and a medium gabled roof
with flared eaves, a shed roof extension on
one side, and a shed roof enclosed front
porch.

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

A: Theme – Development of Exshaw (moved from uptown Exshaw)
C: Construction – Catalogue House
C: Design – Catalogue House
Located on a single lot on a residential street in the hamlet of Exshaw.
Circa 1947 to present (pre‐vinyl siding)


Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)




Integrity Criteria:
1. Location
2. Design
3. Environment
4. Materials
5. Workmanship

The one and one‐half storey front‐facing medium gable roof with
flared eaves
The patterns, style, and construction of all authentic windows,
and all authentic window and door openings
The features that correspond to the catalogue house design

The overall integrity of the building may be satisfactory.*
The location of the building has changed: moved from uptown Exshaw
during the plant expansion in 1973 ‐1974, and is one of the surviving
residential buildings from uptown Exshaw.
The design of the building has been altered, with the addition of new
windows, side addition, significant changes to the front entrance, and
addition of front deck.
The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years. Currently on residential street similar to original location.
The authentic materials of the building have not changed except for the
addition of vinyl siding and new windows.
The workmanship of the building is authentic, except for the side
addition, significant changes to the front entrance, and addition of front
deck.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the building and site has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the building have not changed.

* This building may require interventions prior to submission for listing on the Alberta Register
of Historic Places and to be eligible for provincial funding. Interventions should be in accordance
with the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada.
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25 Mount Allen Drive, Exshaw

Description of the Historic Place
The 1956 Willen Duplex is a two‐storey residential duplex with two separate entrances
on the front façade. The residence has a low pitch hip roof, with stucco and clapboard
siding. It is located on a large lot on a residential street adjacent to the Exshaw School in
the hamlet of Exshaw.
Heritage Value
The Willen Duplex is significant for its association with the theme of the development of
education in Exshaw, and for its design.
The Willen Duplex is significant for its association with the theme of development of
education in Exshaw. Exshaw’s first school, built in 1908, had a teacherage which was an
unused office from the construction of the Western Canada Cement and Coal Company.
The 1908 school building was destroyed by fire in 1932 and a new school was built on
the same location in 1933. In 1954 the school was modernized to a four room building
with a full basement. The Willen Duplex was constructed in 1956 to accommodate the
new staff needed to support the school and expanding Exshaw population. In 1960,
when the third school building was built, two new teacherages were built and three
homes were purchased to accommodate another increase in School Board staff. In 1969
the rent of the teacherages ranged from $40 to $100 per month. That same year the
teacherages were rented to individuals not employed by the school board. The Exshaw
School consisted of the 1933 building and the 1960 building from 1930 to 1973, when
the 1933 building was demolished. The duplex was moved to its present location in
1974 during the Lafarge plant expansion, and is the only teacherage that was not sold
when the school district amalgamated in 1994. It is currently owned by the Canadian
Rockies Public School Board.
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The Willen Duplex is significant for its two‐storey duplex design. The symmetrical façade
covers two units that share an interior wall. The hipped roof with a low pitch and wide
eaves exhibits a prairie style influence, as does the contrasting exterior cladding
emphasising the second storey. At the time it was built, the duplex was an uncommon
construction for the hamlet of Exshaw. It is the only duplex in Exshaw from that era.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of the
1956 two‐storey early modern Willen Duplex include:







The low pitch hip roof with wide eaves exhibiting prairie style influences
The stucco finish on first level
The wood siding on second level
The paired windows on the first and second level of each unit
The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows, and all authentic
window and door openings
The shed roof over the front porch
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25 Mount Allen Drive, Exshaw

Two‐storey residential duplex with two
entrances located in the middle of the
front façade, with a low pitch hip roof, with
stucco and clapboard siding with a
concrete foundation.

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)

Integrity Criteria:

Willen Duplex

A: Theme – Development of Education in Exshaw (Teacherage)
C: Design – Duplex Design
Located on a large lot on a residential street adjacent to the Exshaw
School in the hamlet of Exshaw.
1956 – end of use as a Teacherage (currently owned by the Canadian
Rockies Public School Board)
 Two‐storey early modern duplex
 The low pitch hip roof with wide eaves exhibiting prairie style
influences
 The stucco finish on first level
 The wood siding on second level
 The paired windows on the first and second level of each unit
 The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows,
and all authentic window and door openings
 The shed roof over the front porch
The overall integrity of the building is satisfactory.

1. Location

The location of the building has changed: moved from uptown Exshaw
during the plant expansion in 1973 ‐1974, and is one of the surviving
buildings from uptown Exshaw.

2. Design

The design of the building has not been significantly altered.

3. Environment

The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years. Currently located next to the Exshaw School.

4. Materials

The authentic materials of the building have not changed.

5. Workmanship

The workmanship of the building is authentic.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the building and site has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the building have not changed.
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214 Blue Jay Drive, Harvie Heights

Description of the Historic Place
This 1950s renovation of a circa 1920 one‐storey residence has an asymmetrical roof
and a stucco finish. It is located on a single lot on a residential street in the hamlet of
Harvie Heights.
Heritage Value
This residence is significant for its association with the theme of the development in the
Bow Valley, and for its Arts and Crafts design influences.
This residence is significant for its association with the theme of the development in the
Bow Valley. This residence was first moved from the mining town of Bankhead, to the
town of Banff, and then to the hamlet of Harvie Heights. The company town of
Bankhead was located near Lake Minnewanka within the Rocky Mountains Park
boundary. The mine opened in 1903 and closed in 1922. When the mine closed, many of
the buildings, which were located on leased land, were either demolished or moved.
Approximately sixty buildings were moved to Banff and some to Canmore and Calgary.
Harvie Heights started as a resort community in the 1950s by the provincial government
with a total of sixty‐four lots available for lease by private individuals. Applicants were
asked to build within the first year of the lease. The rent of the lease was twenty‐five
dollars annually. At that time, the leases were expected to last ten years. No temporary
structures were permitted nor buildings that did not keep with the scenic beauty of the
area. The province sold the lots to the lease holders a few years after the creation of
Harvie Heights.
This residence was moved from Bankhead to Banff. When the resort community of
Harvie Heights was created in the early 1950s it is believed that this residence was
moved from Banff to its present location. The original structure was a log residence, but
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has been covered and modified with modern materials and Arts and Crafts design
influences.
This residence is significant for its Arts and Crafts design influences. The single storey
residence has an asymmetrical gable roof with a low pitch, and stained wood fascia and
verge boards. The windows are most evocative of the Arts and Crafts movement,
especially the five diamond shaped windows, two art glass windows, and three stacked
windows on the enclosed front porch. The windows on the porch and main portion of
the building are decorative as well as functional, and demonstrate the Arts and Crafts
influences.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of this
1950s renovation of a circa 1920 one‐storey residence include:







The asymmetrical gable roof
The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows and all authentic
window and door openings
The window placement and design on the main façade and enclosed front porch,
especially the diamond shaped windows, art glass windows, stacked windows,
and paired four‐by‐one vertical windows
The stained wood trim including the verge boards and fascia boards
The stucco finish
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214 Blue Jay Drive Harvie Heights
1950s renovation of a circa 1920 one‐
storey residential building with stucco
finish and asymmetrical roof.

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

A: Theme – Development in the Bow Valley
C: Design – Arts and Crafts Influences
Located on a single lot on a residential street in the hamlet of Harvie
Heights.
Circa 1950 to present




Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)



Integrity Criteria:
1. Location
2. Design
3. Environment
4. Materials

The asymmetrical gable roof
The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows and
all authentic window and door openings
The window placement and design on the main façade and
enclosed front porch, especially the diamond shaped windows,
art glass windows, stacked windows, and paired four‐by‐one
vertical windows
The stained wood trim including the verge boards and fascia
boards
The stucco finish

The overall integrity of the 1950s renovated building is satisfactory.
The location of the bulging has not changed since the 1950s renovation:
moved from Bankhead to Banff then to hamlet of Harvie Heights and
renovated in the 1950’s.
The design of the building has not been significantly altered since the
1950s renovation on this location.
The environment, or surroundings, of the 1950s renovated building has
not changed significantly over the years.
The authentic materials of the 1950s renovated building have not
changed.

5. Workmanship

The workmanship of the 1950s renovated building is authentic.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the 1950s renovated building and site has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the 1950s renovated building have not changed.
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Black Rock Fire Lookout

Description of the Historic Place
This circa 1928 one‐storey twelve by twelve foot square plan fire lookout has a medium
pitch pyramid roof and wood shingle siding. It is located on the summit of Black Rock
Mountain, which is on the eastern edge of the Rocky Mountains in the Ghost River area.
Heritage Value
The Black Rock Fire Lookout is significant for its association with the activity of forest fire
detection, for its design, and for its association with the theme of the development of
the forest industry and forest fire protection in the M.D. of Bighorn.
The Black Rock Fire Lookout is significant for its association with the activity of forest fire
detection. The Black Rock Fire Lookout was in use from the time of its construction circa
1928 until it was permanently closed in 1950. Fires were reported by radio, and fire
locations were identified by triangulation from two or more lookouts.
The Black Rock Fire Lookout is significant for its fire lookout design. The lookout has a
twelve foot square footprint and is open on all sides to permit a panoramic view of
forest lands in all directions, including the Ghost River and Waiparous Creek Valleys. This
type of fire lookout is known as a “Lookout Cupola.” This type of lookout was intended
for observation only; the fire observer would not have lived at a lookout cupola. In 1996
the shingles on the roof and the sides were replaced. The fire lookout structure may
have had window casings and sashes that have since been removed.
The Black Rock Fire Lookout is significant for its association with the theme of the
development of the forest industry and forest fire protection in the M.D. of Bighorn. The
Black Rock Fire Lookout was constructed circa 1928, and was the second‐highest of the
first generation of lookouts at 2463 metres above sea level. Its elevation was a
hindrance, however, as the lookout often experienced cloudy or stormy weather that
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obscured the view. When a section of the trail leading to the lookout collapsed in 1950,
rather than repairing it, the Black Rock Fire Lookout was closed at the end of the season
and replaced with the nearby Mockingbird Fire Lookout.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of the
circa 1928 one‐storey fire lookout include:














The twelve by twelve foot square plan
The medium pitch pyramid roof with wood shingles
The random width wood shingle exterior cladding
The original window openings on all sides (window casings removed)
The original door opening
Set on concrete blocks
The exposed rafters
The trim boards
The diagonal sheathing under wood shingles
The location on summit of Black Rock Mountain
The turnbuckle tie down cables
The viewscapes looking in all directions from the fire lookout
The access trail system to the Black Rock Fire Lookout
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Black Rock Fire Lookout
One‐storey twelve by twelve feet square
plan fire lookout with a medium pitch
pyramid roof and wood shingle siding. The
Black Rock Fire Lookout is located on
Crown Land.

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

A: Activity – Fire lookout
C: Design – Fire lookout
A: Theme – Development of forest industry and forest fire protection
M.D. of Bighorn
Located on the summit of Black Rock Mountain on the eastern edge of
the Rocky Mountains in the Ghost River area.
1928 – 1950





Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)

Integrity Criteria:











The one‐storey twelve by twelve foot square plan
The medium pitch pyramid roof with wood shingles
The random width wood shingle exterior cladding
The original window openings on all sides (window casings
removed)
The original door opening
Set on concrete blocks
The exposed rafters
The trim boards
The diagonal sheathing under wood shingles
The location on summit of Black Rock Mountain
The turnbuckle tie down cables
The viewscapes looking in all directions from the fire lookout
The access trail system to the Black Rock Fire Lookout

The overall integrity of the building is satisfactory.

1. Location

The location of the building has not changed.

2. Design

The design of the building has not been significantly altered.

3. Environment

The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years.

4. Materials

The authentic materials of the building have not changed.

5. Workmanship

The workmanship of the building is authentic.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the building and site has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the building have not changed.
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Butchart Kiln and Old Slot Quarry

Description of the Historic Place
The circa 1900 Butchart Kiln and circa 1900 Old Slot Quarry cultural landscape includes
the remains of a vertical kiln (ruin) and a slot quarry being reclaimed to its natural state,
with an exposed rock face wall. The slot quarry and vertical kiln are located on an access
road 180 metres and 250 metres from Highway 1A on Graymont land eight and a half
kilometres west of Exshaw.
Heritage Value
This cultural landscape is significant for its association with the theme of early
exploitation of limestone in the Bow Corridor, and for its association with the theme of
early settlement in the Bow Corridor.
The Butchart Kiln and Old Slot Quarry are significant for their association with the theme
of early exploitation of limestone in Bow Corridor. Robert Prim Butchart began the
operation at Gap Lake in the Bow Corridor before the turn of the twentieth century, and
was instrumental in introducing Portland cement technology to the area. The quarry
was located uphill from the vertical kiln, so that carts filled with limestone could
descend the 200 feet to the kiln on the valley floor. Butchart’s plant was small and used
a vertical cement kiln, which became outdated in 1902 when American inventor Thomas
Edison patented a new kiln process of inclined coal fired rotary kilns. With the vertical
kiln process, the lime is fed into the top of vertical shaft kilns and heated to 1000° mid‐
way down the shaft. Air is drawn up from the bottom of the shaft, cooling the lime, and
the burnt lime retrieved from the bottom. The new inclined kilns were longer and able
to process more lime, improved energy efficiency and process control. Butchart’s
operation and vertical shaft kiln were unprofitable, so he sold the limestone plant to the
Robinson family. The Robinsons continued to quarry and manufacture cement until
1907, when they were displaced by the cement plant at Exshaw. In 1952 the quarry was
bought by Steel Brothers, whose operation became Graymont in 1989. The Butchart
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vertical kiln was partially buried under gravel when the road to the quarry was built, and
the slot quarry is being reclaimed to its natural state. Graymont continues to be a major
employer in the Bow Corridor.
The Butchart Kiln and Old Slot Quarry are significant for their association with the theme
of early settlement in the Bow Corridor. The Butchart Kiln and Old Slot Quarry are
located at the former residential community of Gap Settlement. The Gap Settlement
was established circa 1900 eight kilometres east of Exshaw, near Gap Lake and was large
enough to become a whistle stop on the CP rail line. In 1907, when the first school in the
district was opened at Exshaw, it was attended by the children of Gap Settlement and
other small communities in the area. The Gap Settlement had a well‐known teahouse
which was built in the 1940s, followed by the construction of several small cabins, which
have now been demolished. The Gap Lake area was also home to the first Rockwool
production facility and quarry circa 1930s, located on Grotto Mountain. The Rockwool
plant closed in 1983, and the site has since been reclaimed. Some remnants of the Gap
Settlement may still exist such as remains of foundations and depressions.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the cultural landscape features of the
circa 1900 Butchart Kiln and circa 1900 Old Slot Quarry include:



The exposed rock face wall of the quarry
The ruin of vertical kiln:
o The poured in place concrete construction
o The square plan with square opening
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Butchart Kiln and Old Slot Quarry

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)
Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)
Integrity Criteria:
1. Location
2. Design
3. Environment
4. Materials

Cultural Landscape includes
the remains of a vertical kiln
(ruin) and a slot quarry being
reclaimed to its natural state,
with an exposed rock face
wall. The Butchart Kiln and Old Slot Quarry are located on Crown Land.
A: Theme – Early exploitation of lime stone in Bow Corridor
A: Theme – Early settlement in the Bow Corridor
Slot quarry and vertical kiln are located on an access road 180 metres
and 250 metres from Highway 1A on Graymont land eight and a half
kilometres west of Exshaw
Circa 1900 – Circa 1907 until the kiln and quarry were no longer in use.



The exposed rock face wall of the quarry
The ruin of vertical kiln:
o The poured in place concrete construction
o The square plan with square opening

The overall integrity of the vertical kiln ruin and quarry is satisfactory.
The location of the quarry and vertical kiln ruin has not changed.
The design of the vertical kiln ruin and quarry has not been significantly
altered.
The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years.
The authentic materials of the vertical kiln ruin and quarry have not
changed.

5. Workmanship

The workmanship of the vertical kiln ruin and quarry is authentic.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the vertical kiln ruin, quarry, and site has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the vertical kiln ruin and quarry have not changed.
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Canada Cement Company Safety Monument

Description of the Historic Place
The 1928 Canada Cement Company Safety Monument is an eight foot tall rectangular
concrete monument with a rectangular concrete base, both with etched lettering on the
front that includes the words “Safety Follows Wisdom”. It is located at the entrance of
the Lafarge Cement Plant, adjacent to the hamlet of Exshaw.
Heritage Value
The Canada Cement Company Safety Monument is significant for its association with the
Canada Cement Company Limited Plant No. 12 Exshaw, Alberta, and for its symbolic
value.
The Canada Cement Company Safety Monument is significant for its association with the
Canada Cement Company Limited Plant No. 12 Exshaw, Alberta. Accidents were
common in cement plants from the 1900s until the 1920s, so much so that the Portland
Cement Association in Chicago created a safety award in 1924 to reward and
acknowledge plants with a good safety record. Canada Cement Company’s plants began
to implement safety initiatives to compete for the award, and the Exshaw plant first
won the award in 1928 in recognition of a year without accidents. The Portland Cement
Company created this large concrete monument as the safety trophy, and the
monument was installed at the south end of Portland Avenue. The Exshaw plant won
the award multiple times over the next forty years. When the plant expanded in the
1970s the monument was removed and kept behind the plant office. After the plant
office was demolished the monument was almost mistaken for debris, but was saved by
the plant’s carpenter, Maurice Fitzgerald. In 1983, it was replaced at what is now the
Lafarge’s Exshaw plant entrance on a new base, and rededicated after an accident free
year.
The Canada Cement Company Safety Monument is significant as a symbol of the plant
workers’ contribution to development of Exshaw. During a special ceremony held in
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1939 to commemorate five years without accidents at the Canada Cement Company
Plant in Exshaw, Superintendant V.C. Hamilton praised the workers at the plant not only
for working safely, but for considering the safety of others. One of the successful safety
measures the plant workers undertook was the formation of trained safety teams and
safety plans in case of an accident. The Exshaw plant’s teams won several competitions
in the 1970s and 1980s, including the Worker’s Compensation Board Canadian Industrial
Rescue Championships. The excellent safety record at the Canada Cement Company
plant in Exshaw made it an attractive employer, and enhanced the hamlet’s reputation
as a good place to live and raise a family.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of the
1928 Canada Cement Company Safety Monument include:




The rectangle shaped concrete monument sitting on a larger concrete raised
plinth
The location near the Lafarge Cement Exshaw plant
The classical inspired two figure relief and inscriptions of “Safety Follows
Wisdom” and other inscribed text
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Canada Cement Company Safety Monument
Eight foot tall rectangle concrete
monument with a rectangular concrete
base, both with etched writing on the
front. The Canada Cement Company Safety
Monument is located on Crown Land.

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

B: Institution – Canada Cement Company Limited Plant No. 12 Exshaw,
Alberta
E: Symbolic Value – symbol of development of Exshaw and workers
contribution to development of Exshaw
Located at the entrance of the Lafarge Cement Plant, adjacent to the
hamlet of Exshaw
1928 – 1983


Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)
Integrity Criteria:
1. Location
2. Design
3. Environment
4. Materials




The rectangle shaped concrete monument sitting on a larger
concrete raised plinth
The location near the Lafarge Cement Exshaw plant
The classical inspired two figure relief and inscriptions of “Safety
Follows Wisdom” and other inscribed text

The overall integrity of the monument is satisfactory.
The location of the monument has changed: during the expansion of the
Plant (1973‐74) the monument was removed. It was replaced at what is
now the Lafarge Plant entrance in 1983.
The design of the monument has not been significantly altered, except
for minor deterioration.
The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years.
The authentic materials of the monument have not changed except for
minor deterioration.

5. Workmanship

The workmanship of the monument is authentic.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the monument and site has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the monument have not changed.
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Exshaw Cemetery

Description of the Historic Place
The cultural landscape of the 1905 Exshaw Cemetery includes approximately forty
distinguishable graves. Some stone, wood, and metal headstones remain. The cemetery
is overgrown with aspen, wild grasses and roses. It is located on a high hill at the east
end of Grotto Mountain on Lafarge leased land and is surrounded by a chain link fence.
Heritage Value
This cultural landscape is significant for its association with the theme of the burial of
early settlers to Exshaw, plant workers, and early immigrant workers.
The Exshaw Cemetery cultural landscape is significant for its association with the burial
of Exshaw’s early citizens, plant workers, and immigrant workers. The cemetery site and
plots were surveyed on company land in 1905‐1906 during the construction of the
cement plant, and the first recorded interment is that of T. English on May 23, 1906.
Only thirty‐eight of the estimated seventy individuals buried at the cemetery have been
identified, and it is likely that nearly all were associated with the cement plant. The
majority of the burials were from 1906 until the cemetery’s closure in 1925, although
two children were buried at the cemetery in 1929 and 1935. Many of the recorded
burials are of children, and there are four recorded cases of Spanish Flu, two of typhoid,
four accidental deaths and one murder. The causes of death and high mortality rate in
children is indicative of the health conditions in early Exshaw, such as limited access to
medical services including vaccinations, antibiotics, and medical personnel. A number of
Asian immigrants are also rumoured to be buried at the site between 1905 to 1915, but
they were interred in unmarked graves on a short, steep slope to the south and west of
the enclosed cemetery. The treatment of the Asian deceased illuminates the cultural
and religious attitudes prevalent in early Exshaw. In 1984 a major restoration of the
cemetery was undertaken by Lafarge, and the restoration included placing a monument
near the cemetery entrance that lists the names of the known interred. Lafarge led a
second restoration in 2004, and continues to steward the land to this day.
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Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the cultural landscape features of the
1905 Exshaw Cemetery cultural landscape include:





The grave markers including the wood and metal crosses, and headstones
The natural features including aspen trees, rose bushes, and wild grass
The location on a high hill at the east end of Grotto Mountain
The viewscapes: east to Calgary, west to the Rocky Mountains, south to Lac Des
Arcs.

Cemeteries are not ordinarily eligible for municipal designation.*
* See corresponding Municipal Heritage Survey Review Form (MHSRF)
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Exshaw Cemetery

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)

Integrity Criteria:
1. Location
2. Design
3. Environment

The Cultural Landscape of the early
cemetery for Exshaw includes
approximately forty distinguishable graves.
Some stone, wood, and metal headstones
remain. The Exshaw Cemetery is located on
Crown Land.
A: Theme – Burial place for early settlers to Exshaw, plant workers and
early immigrant workers. *
Located on a high hill at the east end of the Grotto Mountain, on Lafarge
leased land and is surrounded by a chain link fence and is overgrown
with aspen, wild grasses and roses.
1905 – 1935 (though cemetery was closed in 1925, two more burials in
1929 and 1935)
 The grave markers including the wood and metal crosses, and
headstones
 The natural features including aspen trees, rose bushes, and wild
grass
 The location on a high hill at the east end of Grotto Mountain
 The viewscapes: east to Calgary, west to the Rocky Mountains,
south to Lac Des Arcs.
The overall integrity of the cemetery is satisfactory.
The location of the cemetery has not changed.
The design of the cemetery has not been significantly altered, except for
natural, deterioration of grave markers and vegetation reclamation.
The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years.

4. Materials

The authentic materials of the cemetery have not changed.

5. Workmanship

The workmanship of the cemetery is authentic.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the cemetery and site has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the cemetery have not changed.

* Cemeteries are not ordinarily eligible for municipal designation unless identified as an exception.
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Lazy JL Ranch

Description of the Historic Place
The circa 1930s Lazy JL Ranch cultural landscape consists of four main buildings: the
main residence, two cabins, and one shed. The Lazy JL Ranch is located approximately
two kilometres north of the hamlet of Benchlands on Highway 40.
Heritage Value
The Lazy JL Ranch cultural landscape is significant for its association with the theme of
early ranching in the M.D. of Bighorn area, for its association with Guy Gibson, and for
the traditional construction of the ranch buildings.
The Lazy JL Ranch cultural landscape is significant for its association with the theme of
early ranching in the M.D. of Bighorn area. Laurie Johnson homesteaded the SW ¼ 17‐
27‐6‐5 in 1934. Guy Gibson, who built many log cabins in the area, “put up the logs” and
built the fieldstone fireplace for the main residence. In 1936, Laurie Johnson with his
wife Jean Lamont Johnson and their two daughters, Donna and Peggy, moved onto the
ranch and finished the house. Starting in 1939, the Johnson family took in dudes at their
Lazy JL Ranch. Dude ranching is a form of tourism for people interested in experiencing
ranch life. The dudes would stay and perform chores on a working ranch. The dudes
would pay for the ranching experiences, and perform such activities as horseback riding,
roping, cattle drives, and other ranching chores. The Johnson children were
homeschooled and having dudes stay at the ranch gave the children the opportunity to
meet new people and build friendships. Both the Johnson children would ride to the
Pocaterra Cabin to receive piano lessons from Norma Pocaterra, maiden name Piper,
who was a famous opera singer, and Spanish lessons from George Pocaterra. In 1950
Donna Johnson married Richard Butters. They bought the Lazy JL Ranch from Donna’s
father in 1964. The Lazy JL Ranch is still being used for ranching.
The Lazy JL Ranch cabin is significant for its association with Guy Gibson. Guy Gibson,
who settled in the Ghost River area in 1918, built and helped build many cabins in the
Ghost River and Benchlands area. He was a skilled axeman and claimed to have built
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over 1000 cabins. In 1934, Guy Gibson bought the registered junior townsite of
Benchlands from Mrs. Wynne, and over the years he built many cabins at Benchlands.
The Benchlands junior townsite at first only served as summer community, only later did
families start to make their permanent home there. Guy Gibson “put up the logs” and
built the fieldstone fireplace for the main residence on the Lazy JL Ranch. Guy Gibson
passed away in 1965.
The structures of the Lazy JL Ranch cultural landscape are significant for examples of
traditional log construction. The traditional V notch log construction is evident in Cabin
1 and the existing shed. Cabin 1 also has a concrete and stone foundation and a wood
shingle low pitch gable roof. Cabin 2 and the large 1936 main residence ranch house
were constructed using saddle notch log construction and both have the traditional low
pitch gable roofs supported by log purlins.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the cultural landscape features of the
circa 1930s Lazy JL Ranch cultural landscape include:
Area:
 The location and relationship of the four main buildings
 The location in a rustic ranch setting
 The location chosen for its ranch potential
Cabin 1:
 The one‐storey wood shingle gable roof with large projecting cantilever over the
front façade
 The V notch log construction
 The concrete and stone foundation
 The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows and all original
window and door openings
Cabin 2:
 The one‐storey saddle notch log construction with low pitch gable roof
 The concrete foundation
 The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows and all original
window and door openings
 The river rock exterior chimney
1936 Main Residence:
 The large one‐storey structure in two sections each of saddle notch log
construction and low pitch gable roofs
 The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows and all original
window and door openings
Shed:
 The one‐storey V notch log construction with gable roof clad with wooden
shingles
 The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows and all original
window and door openings
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Lazy JL Ranch:
Residence, Cabin 1, Cabin 2, Shed

Lazy JL Ranch cultural
landscape consists of four
buildings: the main residence,
two cabins, and one shed

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)

Integrity Criteria:

A: Theme – Early Ranching in the Municipal District of Bighorn Area
B: Person – Guy Gibson
C: Construction – Log Construction
Located approximately two kilometers north of the hamlet of Benchlands
on Highway 40
Circa 1930s to present
Area:
 The location and relationship of the four main buildings
 The location in a rustic ranch setting
 The location chosen for its ranch potential
Cabin 1:
 The one‐storey wood shingle gable roof with large projecting
cantilever over the front façade
 The V notch log construction
 The concrete and stone foundation
 The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows and
all original window and door openings
Cabin 2:
 The one‐storey saddle notch log construction with low pitch
gable roof
 The concrete foundation
 The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows and
all original window and door openings
 The river rock exterior chimney
1936 Main Residence:
 The large one‐storey structure in two sections each of saddle
notch log construction and low pitch gable roofs
 The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows and
all original window and door openings
Shed:
 The one‐storey V notch log construction with gable roof clad
with wooden shingles
 The pattern, style, and construction of all authentic windows and
all original window and door openings
The overall integrity of the buildings is satisfactory.
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1. Location

The location of the buildings has not changed.

2. Design

The design of the buildings has not been significantly altered.

3. Environment

The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years.

4. Materials

The authentic materials of the buildings have not changed.

5. Workmanship

The workmanship of the buildings is authentic.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the buildings and site has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the buildings have not changed.
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Mount Yamnuska Dynamite Magazine

Description of the Historic Place
The circa 1950s Mount Yamnuska Dynamite Magazine is a small stone and concrete
structure located off Highway 1A at the base of Mount Yamnuska, also known as Mount
John Laurie, in the Wildland Provincial Park. The dynamite magazine is located one
kilometre from the Mount Yamnuska trail head parking lot, on a discontinued access
road leading to a Lafarge quarry.
Heritage Value
The Mount Yamnuska Dynamite Magazine is significant for its construction, and for its
association with the Canada Cement Company Limited.
The Mount Yamnuska Dynamite Magazine is significant for its stone and concrete
construction. The small structure was likely constructed by the Western Canada Cement
and Coal Company, which later became the Canada Cement Company before it merged
with Lafarge in 1970. The main part of the structure, excluding the roof, is two feet nine
inches high, four feet four inches wide, and five feet three inches long. The thickness of
the concrete roof is three inches, and extends out four inches every side. The thick, solid
stone walls and flat concrete slab roof create a safe, dry location to store dynamite. The
magazine was used to store dynamite that was used to blast sandstone from the nearby
Lafarge quarry, which dates back to the 1950s. The dynamite magazine is no longer in
use.
The Mount Yamnuska Dynamite Magazine is significant for its association with the
Canada Cement Company Limited. The Western Canada Cement and Coal Company
(WCCCC) was the second major industrial company in the Bow Valley. The WCCCC
Exshaw plant was constructed in 1905 to take advantage of the area’s high quality
limestone and silica, alumina, and iron deposits needed to create Portland cement. In
1911 the WCCCC amalgamated with the Canada Cement Company becoming the
seventh of the newly formed company’s plants in Canada. In 1970, the Canada Cement
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Company merged with Lafarge Canada. Lafarge continues to be a major economic
contributor in the Bow Valley. The Canada Cement Company, now known as Lafarge,
started to quarry sandstone at the bottom of Mount Yamnuska in the 1950s. Lafarge
continues to quarry nearby.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of the
circa 1950s Mount Yamnuska Dynamite Magazine include:






The small scale rectangular structure: four feet four inches wide, five feet three
inches long, and three feet high
The flat one piece concrete slab roof
The stone and concrete construction
The original door opening
The location at bottom of Mount Yamnuska, also known as Mount John Laurie
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Mount Yamnuska Dynamite Magazine
Small stone and concrete dynamite
magazine. The Mount Yamnuska Dynamite
Magazine is located on Crown Land.

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

B: Institution – Canada Cement Company Limited
C: Construction – Stone construction
Located at the bottom of Mount Yamnuska, also known as Mount John
Laurie, in the Wildland Provincial Park.
Circa 1950s to 1960s (when it was no longer in use)


Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)

Integrity Criteria:






The small scale rectangular structure: four feet four inches wide,
five feet three inches long, and three feet high
The flat one piece concrete slab roof
The stone and concrete construction
The original door opening
The location at bottom of Mount Yamnuska, also known as
Mount John Laurie

The overall integrity of the building is satisfactory.

1. Location

The location of the building has not changed.

2. Design

The design of the building has not been significantly altered.

3. Environment

The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years.

4. Materials

The authentic materials of the building have not changed.

5. Workmanship

The workmanship of the building is authentic.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the building and site has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the building have not changed.
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Padmore and Original Kananaskis Settlement Area

Description of the Historic Place
The cultural landscape of the Padmore and Original Kananaskis Settlement Area includes
several cultural features such as a part of the original Highway 1A, Loder Lime kilns,
Loder family house steps, a railway station foundation, and a grave site. It is located
between the Bow River and Highway 1A.
Heritage Value
The cultural landscape of the Padmore and Original Kananaskis Settlement Area is
significant for its association with the theme of settlement and early development of the
Bow Corridor.
The Padmore and Original Kananaskis Settlement Area is significant for its association
with the theme of settlement and early development of the Bow Corridor. The first
industries of the Bow Valley were located in the Padmore and Original Kananaskis
Settlement Area, such as the first lime stone quarry, started by Johnson and Company,
and the Bow River Sawmill. Padmore settlement consisted of a storehouse and a work
camp built by a company of surveyors circa 1881. It was named “Padmore” after Fred
(Paddy) W. Padmore, the assistant commissary in charge of the storehouse, who was
one of the original five Padmore residents.
In 1882 a Scotsman and entrepreneur named McCandlish arrived in Padmore and built
three wood‐fired lime pot kilns into the side of a hill nearby. The kilns were open at the
side and top, and rock was piled in and heated continuously for days with firewood. The
pot kilns were very labour intensive and required large amounts of firewood. Edwin
Loder, who arrived at the Original Kananaskis Settlement in the 1880s looking for work
as a lumberjack, eventually found work at the McCandlish limestone quarry. In 1891,
when McCandlish failed to return from a routine business trip to Calgary, Edwin Loder
filed for squatter’s rights and assumed ownership of the McCandlish lime operation.
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Around 1901, Loder sent for his brothers to help manage the operation, which they
named the Loder Brothers. The brothers incorporated in 1906 and renamed the
operation the Loder Lime Company Limited, and replaced the pot kilns with more
efficient coal‐fired vertical kilns. The Loders Lime operation was sold to Henry Garnett in
1938. The Loders Lime Company was later bought by the Steel Brothers in 1952,
renamed Continental Lime in 1988, and was later purchased by the current owners,
Graymont, in 1989. The remains of the three pot kilns are located at the Padmore
Settlement between the Canadian Pacific Railway right of way and Highway 1A.
The Padmore Settlement was abandoned shortly after the arrival of the Canadian Pacific
Railway in 1883, in favour of the Original Kananaskis Settlement less than a kilometre
east, however a seasonal log driving camp was maintained at Padmore. The Original
Kananaskis Settlement is a separate site from the current Kananaskis Settlement of
Graymont employee housing located three kilometres east of Exshaw and just over one
kilometre to the west of the Original Kananaskis Settlement.
In 1883, Colonel James Walker established a sawmill near the Padmore Settlement.
Walker moved the mill to Calgary in 1886 but kept a log driving camp at Padmore. A
grave near the Padmore Settlement commemorates Jas Davies, one of Colonel Walker’s
log drivers who drowned in the Bow River in 1890.
By 1888 the Original Kananaskis Settlement had a population of approximately thirty
people and included a railway station, a water tower, a section house, and a nearby
sawmill and limestone quarry. The foundation ruins of the Kananaskis railway station,
which was built between 1883 and 1900, are still visible.
Edwin Loder served as Justice of the Peace in the Original Kananaskis Settlement, and
for thirty‐five years he served as the postmaster for Kananaskis and Seebe. Edwin
Loder’s two‐storey home at the Original Kananaskis Settlement, which is thought to
have been built as early as 1884, became the social heart of the community. Holiday
celebrations, Sunday church services, and family weddings were held there. The house
was also used as a community hall and as an inn for travelers. The house was eventually
destroyed by fire, and only the front steps remain. The Loder residence was similar in
design to the William Grier residence located thirty kilometres east on Highway 1A.
By 1909 a dirt road had been established from Calgary to the Original Kananaskis
Settlement. This road became known as the Banff Trail in 1910 and renamed the Blue
Trail in 1924 when the dirt road was upgraded with a gravel surface. The road was
paved and renamed Highway 2 in 1932. It was renamed the Transcontinental Route in
1941, and was widened and resurfaced in 1947/48. In 1956 the building of the
TransCanada Highway was started, and the sections through Kicking Horse Pass and
Rogers Pass were opened in 1962. When the TransCanada Highway was built, there was
less traffic through the secondary highway, now Highway 1A. In 1979 Highway 1A was
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widened, realigned, and resurfaced to accommodate an increase in traffic and improve
road safety. Part of the previous road is still visible today in the Padmore area.
The Original Kananaskis Settlement has now been abandoned, but the site remains a
tangible reminder of the early settlement in the Bow Corridor.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the cultural landscape features of the
Padmore and Original Kananaskis Settlement Area cultural landscape include:


The cultural landscape elements that depict early development and settlement
in the Padmore and Original Kananaskis Settlement Area:
o The old part of Highway 1A,
o The remains of the three Loder Lime vertical kilns, built circa 1908
o The circa 1884 Loder family house steps
o The remains of the circa 1890s railway station foundation
o The 1890 Jas Davies grave site, and cast aluminum headstone, there may
be another grave site located near the Jas Davies grave site
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Padmore and Original Kananaskis Settlement Area:
Old part of Highway 1A, Loder Lime Kilns, Loder Family House Steps, Railway Station
Foundation, and Grave Site

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

The cultural landscape of Padmore and Original
Kananaskis Settlement Area includes several cultural
features such as a part of original Highway 1A, Loder lime
kilns, Loder family house steps, railway station foundation,
and a grave site. The Padmore and Original Kananaskis Settlement Area
is located on Crown Land.
A: Theme – settlement and early development of the Bow Corridor
Located between the Bow River and Highway 1A east of the hamlet of
Exshaw
Circa 1890 – circa 1970s


Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)

Integrity Criteria:

The cultural landscape elements that depict early development
and settlement in the Padmore and Original Kananaskis
Settlement Area:
o The old part of Highway 1A,
o The remains of the three Loder Lime vertical kilns, built
circa 1908
o The circa 1884 Loder family house steps
o The remains of the circa 1890s railway station
foundation
o The 1890 Jas Davies grave site, and cast aluminum
headstone, there may be another grave site located near
the Jas Davies grave site

The overall integrity of the area is satisfactory.

1. Location

The location of the area has not changed.

2. Design

The design of the area has not been significantly altered.

3. Environment

The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years.

4. Materials

The authentic materials of the area have not changed.

5. Workmanship

The workmanship of the area is authentic.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the area has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the area have not changed.
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Patterson Site: Cabin and Outbuilding

Description of the Historic Place
The circa 1930s Patterson Site includes the one‐storey log cabin, an outbuilding, and
surrounding landscape. The log cabin has a front facing low‐pitched gable roof, a river
rock foundation, a wide plank front door with wood hinges and latch, and hand‐split
wood shingles on the roof. The outbuilding has a front facing medium‐pitched gable
roof, wood plank shiplap siding, and a spade‐shaped cut out on either side. The
Patterson Site is located in a small clearing of evergreens on the banks of the Ghost
River, near the Pocaterra Cabin.
Heritage Value
The Patterson Site is significant for its association with Guy Gibson, Raymond Patterson,
and George Pocaterra, and for the traditional log construction of the buildings.
The Patterson Cabin is significant for its association with Guy Gibson. Guy Gibson, who
settled in the Ghost River area in 1918, built and help build many cabins in the Ghost
River and Benchlands areas. He was a skilled axeman and claimed to have built over
1000 cabins. In 1934, Guy Gibson bought the registered junior townsite of Benchlands
from Mrs. Wynne, and over the years he built many cabins at Benchlands. At first the
cabins at the Benchlands townsite were used as summer homes, but eventually families
lived there year‐round. Guy Gibson built the Patterson’s square plan log cabin in the
1930s. Guy Gibson passed away in 1965.
The Patterson Site is significant for its association with Raymond Patterson. Raymond
Patterson came to Canada in the 1920s, and in July 1930 he and his wife, Marigold,
decided to build a cabin at SE 27‐26‐6‐W5M. The site was located just north of Highway
1A, and was extremely secluded. The Pattersons travelled two miles from the highway
to their cabin on the Ghost River by canoe, as there were no roads to the property.
Raymond Patterson bought logs from the Eau Claire Lumber Company, which was
located on the north side of Highway 1A. The Eau Claire Lumber Company used the
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Ghost River to transport logs to the mill. Raymond Patterson would select logs for the
new cabin as they floated downstream. Guy Gibson built the one room cabin. The
Pattersons named the cabin the Ghost River Cabin. In 1933 Raymond Patterson traded
the cabin to George Pocaterra as part payment for the Buffalo Head Ranch.
The Patterson Site is significant for its association with George and Norma Pocaterra.
George and Norma Pocaterra lived at the Patterson cabin for two years while they built
their own cabin, the Pocaterra Cabin, which was located on the same property but
further from the waters edge. The Patterson cabin was heated by a tin stove and the
gaps in the log walls were patched with moss to make it warmer during the winter. The
Pocaterras cut a trap door in the floor and dug a root cellar beneath the Patterson cabin
for food storage.
The Patterson Cabin is significant for its traditional log construction. Although the land
on which the cabin is built is forested, the Pattersons chose to purchase logs from the
Eau Claire Lumber Company to avoid cutting the trees on their land that would alter the
picturesque landscape. The Eau Claire Lumber Company used the Ghost River to
transport logs, and Raymond Patterson selected logs for his cabin as they floated down
stream to the mill. The Eau Claire Lumber company’s brand remains visible on the ends
of some logs. The Pattersons peeled the logs themselves, and once they had the
supplies on site, the one room, fifteen by fifteen foot cabin with V notch log
construction was built by Guy Gibson. The simple but well designed log cabin had a low
slope hand split shingled roof supported by exposed log purlins, which were
cantilevered slightly to create a sheltered area at the front entrance and front façade.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of the
Patterson Site include:
1930s Patterson Cabin:
 Exterior
o The fifteen by fifteen foot square plan
o The gable roof with a low pitch and exposed purlins with cantilevered gable
ends
o The V notch log walls with lime mortar chinking
o The exposed roof deck at gable ends of rough sawn squared timber
o The circular ridge beam at gable apex
o The hand‐split roof shingles capped with ridge board at gable apex
o The river rock foundation
o The paired inset six‐lite window with top hinge operation
o The vertical plank exterior door with wood hinges and latch
o The “Eau Claire Lumber Company” brand on log ends
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o The pattern, style, and construction of all wooden windows and plank wood
squared shutters
o The location on the bank of the Ghost River
 Interior
o The interior walls of exposed rounded logs
o The exposed purlins spanning the gable ends supporting the square timber
ceiling decking
o The wood plank door with log battens and wood hinges
o The old tin stove
Outbuilding
 The medium pitch gable roof with hand‐split wood shingles
 The wood plank exterior door
 The shiplap wood plank walls
 The spade shape cut out windows
Landscape
 The arched river rock retaining wall at rear of cabin
 The small clearing of evergreens on the bank of the Ghost River
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Patterson Site: Cabin and Outbuilding

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance

Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)

The Patterson Site includes a one‐storey log
cabin an outbuilding, and surrounding
landscape. The Log Cabin has a front facing low‐
pitched gable roof, river rock foundation, wide
plank front door with wood hinges and latch,
and hand‐split wood shingled roof.
The
outbuilding has a front facing medium‐pitched gable roof,
wood plank shiplap siding, and spade‐shape cut out on either
side. The surrounding landscape includes an Arched river rock
retaining wall at rear of cabin and the small clearing of
evergreens on the bank of the Ghost River.
B: Person – Guy Gibson
B: Person – Raymond Patterson
B: Person – George Pocaterra
C: Construction – Log construction
Located in a small clearing of evergreens on the banks of the Ghost River,
near the Pocaterra Cabin.
1930 – Present
1930s Patterson Cabin:
 Exterior
o The fifteen by fifteen foot square plan
o The gable roof with a low pitch and exposed purlins with
cantilevered gable ends
o The V notch log walls with lime mortar chinking
o The exposed roof deck at gable ends of rough sawn squared
timber
o The circular ridge beam at gable apex
o The hand‐split roof shingles capped with ridge board at gable
apex
o The river rock foundation
o The paired inset six‐lite window with top hinge operation
o The vertical plank exterior door with wood hinges and latch
o The “Eau Claire Lumber Company” brand on log ends
o The pattern, style, and construction of all wooden windows
and plank wood squared shutters
o The location on the bank of the Ghost River
 Interior
o The interior walls of exposed rounded logs
o The exposed purlins spanning the gable ends supporting the
square timber ceiling decking
o The wood plank door with log battens and wood hinges
o The old tin stove
Outbuilding
 The medium pitch gable roof with hand‐split wood shingles
 The wood plank exterior door
 The shiplap wood plank walls
 The spade shape cut out windows
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Landscape
 The arched river rock retaining wall at rear of cabin
 The small clearing of evergreens on the bank of the Ghost River

Integrity Criteria:

The overall integrity of the building is satisfactory.

1. Location

The location of the building has not changed.

2. Design

The design of the building has not been significantly altered.
The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years.

3. Environment
4. Materials

The authentic materials of the building have not changed.

5. Workmanship

The workmanship of the building is authentic.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the building and site has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the building have not changed.
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Pocaterra Site Area

Description of the Historic Place
The Pocaterra Site Area consists of a 1943 log cabin, the ruins of a 1942 chicken coop,
and the ruins of a 1947 bee keeping shelter. The one‐storey log cabin has a vaulted
ceiling with a low pitch hipped roof. The Pocaterra Site is located near the Ghost River
north of Highway 1A, near the Patterson Cabin.
Heritage Value
The Pocaterra Site Area is significant for its association with George and Norma
Pocaterra, and for the log construction of the Pocaterra Cabin.
The Pocaterra Site Area is significant for its association with George and Norma
Pocaterra. George Pocaterra came to Canada from Italy in 1903. In 1905 he learned to
speak Stoney and established one of the first Dude Ranches in Western Canada: the
Buffalo Head Ranch. George Pocaterra and the Stoney Indians explored the region and
sent reports to Ottawa, completing the maps of the area. There are several features in
the area that are named “Pocaterra” in recognition of his accomplishments, including
the Pocaterra Creek, Pocaterra Valley, and Pocaterra Range. In 1933, George Pocaterra
sold the Buffalo Head Ranch to Raymond Patterson and returned to Italy. In 1934 he
met Norma Piper, a well known Canadian Coloratura soprano who was in Italy to study
opera. Norma was born in Calgary, daughter of Dr. W.A Piper. During the early 1930s
she performed regularly on nationwide CBC broadcast, and was “likely the best
coloratura soprano in Canada”. They were married in 1936.
George and Norma returned to Alberta at the outbreak of the Second World War. In
1941 they moved into the Patterson Cabin, also known as the Ghost River Cabin, which
George had received as part payment for the Buffalo Head Ranch. Logs for the new
cabin were cut by George’s friends in the winter of 1941‐1942, and were delivered
either by pushing them over the cliff or floating them down the Ghost River.
Construction of the Pocaterras’ new home began when George excavated the
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foundation of the house in 1942. George was unable to find an affordable builder, and
began to build the home with Norma’s help in April of 1943.
In 1942, Norma started teaching at the Mount Royal College Conservatory of Music in
Calgary. In the early 1940s George and Norma Pocaterra tutored Donna and Peggy
Johnson from the Lazy JL Ranch during the winter. Norma gave piano lessons and
George taught Spanish.
The Pocaterras started keeping chickens in 1942 after winning a rooster in a community
Red Cross raffle organized for the war effort. In 1947, the Pocaterras began keeping
bees, which provided another source of income and became a staple gift for friends and
family.
George and Norma lived at “Valnorma”, as they called it, until they took up permanent
residence in Calgary in 1955, when Norma left Mount Royal College and began teaching
privately in her own studio. Over the next few years they spent less and less time at
Valnorma. George died in 1972 and Norma sold the property three years later. She left
some of the cabin’s furnishings in place, including her family piano and the old Buffalo
Head Ranch cookstove, both of which remain in the Pocaterra Cabin. Norma died at the
age of 85.
The Pocaterra Cabin is significant for its log construction. Construction of the cabin
began in 1942 with a ten by ten cellar and a foundation made of concrete and large
rocks taken from the property. In April of 1943, George Pocaterra began constructing
the cabin’s walls using a groove and tenon system he had learnt from a Norwegian
friend. The cabin was completed in 1943. The 1100 square foot building is a bungalow
design and each wall is twelve logs in height, for a total of 120 logs used. The hipped
gable roof and front veranda were inspired by a nearby cabin which Norma had
admired. The interior of the Pocaterra cabin included a spacious living area, a small
kitchen, a bedroom, a cellar, a fireplace, and large windows facing the Ghost River. In
1945 the veranda was enclosed as a sunroom, and plumbing was installed in 1947.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of the
Pocaterra Site Area include:
1943 one‐storey vaulted ceiling Pocaterra Cabin:
 The notch log construction with intersecting hipped roof with random width
wood shingles
 The random width wood shingles on the foundation
 The cookstove from the Buffalo Head Ranch
 The pattern, style, construction of all authentic windows and all original
window and door openings
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Landscape:
 The location at the bottom of the river valley
 The landscape setting
 The relationship between the buildings
1942 Chicken Coop (Ruin)
 The vertical cladding supported by wood structure bays
1947 Bee Keeping Shelter (Ruin)
 The gable roof
 The unpeeled log construction
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Pocaterra Site Area:
Pocaterra Cabin, Landscape, Chicken Coop, Bee Keeping Shelter
The Pocaterra Site consists
of a one‐storey log cabin
with vaulted ceilings and a
hip roof, and ruins of a
chicken coop and a bee
keeping shelter.

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)

Integrity Criteria:

B: Person – George Pocaterra
B: Person – Norma Pocaterra (Norma Piper)
C: Construction – Log construction
Located on Ghost River north of Highway 1A near the Patterson Cabin.
1943 – to present
1943 one‐storey vaulted ceiling Pocaterra Cabin:
 The notch log construction with intersecting hipped roof with
random width wood shingles
 The random width wood shingles on the foundation
 The cookstove from the Buffalo Head Ranch
 The pattern, style, construction of all authentic windows and all
original window and door openings
Landscape:
 The location at the bottom of the river valley
 The landscape setting
 The relationship between the buildings
1942 Chicken Coop (Ruin)
 The vertical cladding supported by wood structure bays
1947 Bee Keeping Shelter (Ruin)
 The gable roof
 The unpeeled log construction
The overall integrity of the buildings is satisfactory.

1. Location

The location of the buildings has not changed.

2. Design

The design of the buildings has not been significantly altered.

3. Environment

The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years.

4. Materials

The authentic materials of the buildings have not changed.

5. Workmanship

The workmanship of the buildings is authentic.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the buildings and site has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the buildings have not changed.
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Rocky Mountains Park Gate Office Site

Description of the Historic Place
This cultural landscape includes the remains of the 1917 Rocky Mountains Park Gate
Office foundation and the surrounding area. The foundation is nineteen feet by
seventeen feet and, at the highest point, two feet high. It is located next to the Highway
1A within the Kananaskis Settlement area.
Heritage Value
The Rocky Mountains Park Gate Office Site cultural landscape is significant for its
association with the institutions of the Rocky Mountains Park and the Banff National
Park, for its association with Annie Staple, and for its information potential.
The Rocky Mountains Park Gate Office Site is important for its association with Rocky
Mountains Park. Rocky Mountains Park was the first National Park in Canada. Rocky
Mountains Park received National Park status in 1887, and was the first national park in
Canada and the third designated national park in the world. The discovery of a mineral
hot springs in 1883, prompted Sir John A. MacDonald to create a reserve area around
the hot springs in 1885 to retain public ownership of the land and avoid losing the hot
springs to private speculators. Motorists coming into the park were registered by the
Royal North West Mounted Police (RNWMP). From 1904 until 1910 no cars were
allowed in the park. With the increasing popularity of car clubs and car touring meant
that issuing passes to motor tourists began to interfere with policing duties, so in 1916 a
park gate was constructed on Loder Brothers’ land in the Kananaskis Settlement, and
the park gate duty was granted to Annie Staple, who was the wife of park warden Tom
Staple. This first, temporary gate consisted of a tent and a table beneath a tree. In 1917
a more permanent park gate with a small office to one side were constructed. The gate
consisted of a timber archway with four vertical logs on each side attached to a concrete
pad, and four horizontal logs at across the top with the words “Rocky Mountains Park”
flanked by the letters “G” and “R” for King George V (George Rex) and another small
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horizontal section above with the words “Gateway” in wooden letters, and the Union
Jack flag flying above. Annie Staple remained stationed at the park gate until 1930,
when the park boundaries were moved and the old gate was closed.
The Rocky Mountains Park Gate Office Site cultural landscape is significant for its
association with the institution of the Banff National Park. Rocky Mountains Park
became Banff National Park in 1930. At this time the park boundaries were moved
eleven miles west, and a new, permanent east boundary gate site was constructed. The
Rocky Mountains Park Gate foundation is still visible today located at the present day
Kananaskis Settlement.
The Rocky Mountains Park Gate Office Site cultural landscape is significant for its
association with Annie Staple. Annie Staple, nee Annie Jones, married Arthur Tom Staple
in 1907. Tom Staple accepted a position in 1913 to work for the Rocky Mountains Park
Warden service. At that time, the RNWMP were in charge of registering motorists who
were entering the park, but as the demand for licensing increased and interfered with
the duties of the officers, the responsibility was passed to the Park. In 1916, the Staples
moved to the east Park gate, and Annie Staple was appointed game warden and the
park gates only employee. At first the gate consisted of a tent, which was also the home
of the Staple family. In the fall of 1916, they moved into a house nearby. The archway
and small office were built the following year. When the park boundary was moved west
in 1930, Annie Staple was transferred to other park gates for a short period of time
before returning to the new “East” Park gate location in 1931. In 1948, after thirty‐two
years as gate‐keeper, Annie retired from the park service.
The Rocky Mountains Park Gate Office Site is significant for its information potential.
This cultural landscape provides the potential to research the past uses of the site as a
National Park Gate. Through the documentation of existing features of the cultural
landscape, and by conducting archaeological investigations, more information could be
gathered concerning the past uses.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the cultural landscape features of the
1917 Rocky Mountains Park Gate Office Site cultural landscape include:




The remains of the concrete foundation and river rock wall supporting the
concrete foundation
The location next to Highway 1A
The views west to the Rocky Mountains

Heritage Collaborative Inc. January 2011

90

Municipal Heritage Survey Review Form

Municipal District of Bighorn Heritage Inventory

Rocky Mountains Park Gate Office Site
The cultural landscape includes the remains of
the 1917 Rocky Mountains Park Gate Office
foundation and surrounding area. The
foundation is nineteen by seventeen feet, and
approximately two feet high.

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

B: Institution – Rocky Mountains Park and Banff National Park
B: Person – Annie Staple
Located next to the Highway 1A within the Kananaskis Settlement Area.
1917 – 1930


Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)
Integrity Criteria:




The remains of the concrete foundation and river rock wall
supporting the concrete foundation
The location next to Highway 1A
The views west to the Rocky Mountains

The overall integrity of the ruins site is satisfactory.

1. Location

The location of the site has not changed.

2. Design

The design of the site has not been significantly altered.

3. Environment

The environment, or surroundings, of the site has not changed
significantly over the years.

4. Materials

The authentic materials of the site have not changed.

5. Workmanship

The workmanship of the site is authentic.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the site has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the site have not changed.
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St. Bernard’s Catholic Church

Description of the Historic Place
St. Bernard’s Catholic Church site includes the original 1907 church with a wrought iron
gate in front, and a 1967 expansion. The 1907 church has a front‐facing gable roof, a
stucco finish, and an enclosed front porch. The 1967 addition has a side‐facing gable
roof, a stucco finish, an enclosed concrete block porch with a recessed entrance and two
glass block windows, and rafters that extend to the ground. Both the 1907 original
church and the 1967 addition are a single storey in height. The St. Bernard’s Catholic
Church is the only building left from the Uptown area of the hamlet of Exshaw on its
original location.
Heritage Value
St. Bernard’s Catholic Church is significant because of its association with early
development in Exshaw, for its association with continued development in Exshaw, and
for its association with the 1974‐1975 Lafarge Cement Plant expansion.
The 1907 St. Bernard’s Catholic Church is significant for its association with early
development in Exshaw. The Western Canadian Cement and Coal Company (WCCCC)
opened their plant in 1906, and a town quickly developed around it. The town’s planned
focal point was Portland Avenue, which ran parallel to Exshaw Creek and ended in a
town square anchored by the Portland Hotel and the Exshaw Trading Co. store and
warehouse. It was the most modern community in the Bow Valley with water and
sewage systems, an electrical grid, and a telephone exchange, but builders didn’t adhere
closely to the town’s blueprints and by 1907 the community had grown organically
around the town square. Some Exshaw residents chose to build south of the CPR tracks
rather than in Uptown Exshaw, and the community, known as Louisville or Little Italy,
lacked the services that Uptown Exshaw enjoyed. The 1907 the census indicated that
the population had reached 323 individuals, including seventeen women and twelve
children under the age of seventeen. A significant portion of the population was
Catholic, and a Catholic church was built in 1907 on a parcel of land donated by the
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WCCCC. The church blew down in a fierce windstorm in July of that year, but the
parishioners immediately replaced it with the current 1907 church. It was built on the
original concrete foundation, and had wooden shingle siding and pointed arch windows.
The first Mass was said on August 18, 1907. On September 15th of that same year,
Bishop Legal and Father Leduc dedicated the church to St. Bernard and blessed the bell
“Anne Flore”. The original bell is currently located in the St. Bernard’s Catholic Church
1967 addition.
St. Bernard’s Catholic Church is significant for its association with continued
development in Exshaw. By 1910 the WCCCC had run into financial troubles which
necessitated a merger with the Canada Cement Company and caused high
unemployment. Upkeep for St. Bernard’s Catholic Church was neglected as a result of
the depressed local economy, and in 1910 the building was in such poor condition that
Masses were moved to the home of a parishioner. The congregation rallied around their
church, however, and on September 14, 1913 Mass was again held in St. Bernard’s. The
church underwent periods of disuse throughout its early life, mirroring the economic
situation of the WCCCC and the hamlet of Exshaw. St. Bernard’s was closed for a period
in the 1920s until August 11, 1928, when it was reopened and blessed by Bishop Kidd.
Demand for cement began increasing in 1939 and public works projects during and after
World War Two resulted in the Canada Cement Plant’s expansion and modernization in
1951. As a result Exshaw’s population soared, and by 1967 the congregation had
outgrown their original accommodations and a new church was planned that would
incorporate the 1907 structure. Labour for the new church was donated by parishioners
from Exshaw, Seebe, and Canmore, and St. Bernard’s Catholic Church was blessed free
of debt by Bishop Klein on July 13, 1967. Prior to 1947, a wrought iron gate crafted by
Secundo Smaniotto was installed at the entrance of the St. Bernard’s Catholic Church.
St. Bernard’s Catholic Church is also significant for its association with the 1973‐1974
expansion of the Lafarge Cement Plant. In 1970 the Canada Cement Plant and Lafarge
Canada merged, and in 1972 Lafarge announced a $30 million expansion of their plant in
Exshaw. The expansion was to be completed by 1975, and it called for the demolition or
relocation of forty‐seven homes, the elementary school, the general store, the
Protestant Church, the Portland Hotel, and Portland Avenue: Uptown Exshaw’s main
street. St. Bernard’s Catholic Church is the only remaining building from Uptown Exshaw
because its location at the far south end of Portland Avenue was beyond the proposed
Lafarge expansion footprint. After the demolition of Uptown Exshaw and the Lafarge
expansion, St. Bernard’s Catholic Church continued to have a vital presence within the
community until it was closed and decommissioned on December 1st, 2002. It is
currently not in use.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of the
St. Bernard’s Catholic Church site include:
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The 1907 Church:
 Its location on its original foundation at the end of what used to be Portland
Avenue
 The front‐facing gable roof
 The enclosed front porch
 The decorative buttresses on the sides of the building
 The decorative verge boards
 The skirt board above the concrete foundation
 The original concrete foundation
 The wrought‐iron fence and gate with two wrought‐iron lamps
 The pattern, style and construction of all original window and door openings
The 1967 Church Addition:
 The side‐facing gable roof with overhanging eaves and verges
 The cement construction and finish of the walls
 The A‐frame roof construction with large wooden rafters anchored to the ground
 The window friezes in the gable ends
 The off‐centred cross on the gable end of the roof
 The two projections with hipped roofs on the building’s sides
 The concrete block porch with a front‐facing gable roof, an offset recessed
entranceway, and two glass block cross windows
 The stovepipe chimney
 The original concrete foundation
 The pattern, style and construction of all original window and door openings,
especially stained glass windows
 The original bell
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St. Bernard’s Catholic Church
The 1907 church has a front‐facing gable
roof, a stucco finish, and an enclosed front
porch. The 1967 addition has a side‐facing
gable roof, a stucco finish, and an enclosed
concrete block entrance with a recessed
entryway and rafters that extend to the
ground. The St. Bernard’s catholic Church is

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)

Integrity Criteria:
1. Location

located on Crown Land.
A: Theme – Early Development in Exshaw
A: Theme – Continued Development in Exshaw
B: Event – 1974‐75 Lafarge Cement Plant Expansion
The last remaining building on its original foundation from Uptown
Exshaw in the modern hamlet of Exshaw. Built in 1907 as part of Exshaw’s
initial development, with a 1967 addition.
1907 – 1975
The 1907 Church:
 Its location on its original foundation at the end of what used to
be Portland Avenue
 The front‐facing gable roof
 The enclosed front porch
 The decorative buttresses on the sides of the building
 The decorative verge boards
 The skirt board above the concrete foundation
 The original concrete foundation
 The wrought‐iron fence and gate with two wrought‐iron lamps
 The pattern, style and construction of all original window and
door openings
The 1967 Church Addition:
 The side‐facing gable roof with overhanging eaves and verges
 The cement construction and finish of the walls
 The A‐frame roof construction with large wooden rafters
anchored to the ground
 The window friezes in the gable ends
 The off‐centred cross on the gable end of the roof
 The two projections with hipped roofs on the building’s sides
 The concrete block porch with a front‐facing gable roof, an offset
recessed entranceway, and two glass block cross windows
 The stovepipe chimney
 The original concrete foundation
 The pattern, style and construction of all original window and
door openings, especially stained glass windows
 The original bell
The overall integrity of the building is satisfactory.
The location of the building has not changed.
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The design of the building has not been significantly altered since the
1967 addition. The 1907 church no longer has a cupola or pointed arch
windows.
The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years.
The authentic materials of the building have not changed, although the
original 1907 church now has a stucco finish and inauthentic windows.

5. Workmanship

The workmanship of the building is authentic.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the building and site has not changed.

7. Association

The church’s associations with Uptown Exshaw and the early community
have not changed.
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The Vaults

Description of the Historic Place
The circa 1969 Vaults include a set of two transverse tunnels, an entrance tunnel that
leads to a main tunnel leading to four rooms. It is located on the north‐facing slope of
Mount McGillivray overlooking Lac des Arcs just south of Highway 1.
Heritage Value
The Vaults are significant for their association with the theme of the Cold War.
The Vaults are significant for their association with the theme of the Cold War. At the
height of the Cold War, the Rocky Mountain Vaults and Archives Ltd., a private archives
company, developed a plan to build a vault storage area into the middle of Mount
McGillivray. The underground vault system would be secure against fire, flood, wind,
insects, rodents, mildew, cave‐ins, theft, and nuclear bombs. It was to consist of vault
rooms carved a minimum of 500 ft into solid limestone, with steel doors, whitewashed
walls, and fresh air piped in from the surface. Although two licences were taken out by
the company in 1969, the vault system was never completed, likely due to a lack of
financing and moisture in the caves. The tunnels remain as a testament to the anxiety
and paranoia that characterized the Cold War.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of the
circa 1969 Vaults include:





The entrance tunnel and transverse room access tunnel
The four square “rooms” off access tunnel
The room and tunnels created through traditional blasting operations
The exposed stone walls
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The Vaults
A set of two transverse tunnels, an
entrance tunnel that leads to a main tunnel
leading to four rooms. The Vaults are
located on Crown Land.

Description

Significance Criteria
Context
Period of Significance
(POS)

A: Theme – Cold War influences
Located on the north‐facing slope of Mount McGillivray overlooking Lac
des Arcs just south of Highway 1
Circa 1969 – end of the Cold War




Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)



Integrity Criteria:

The entrance tunnel and transverse room access tunnel
The four square “rooms” off access tunnel
The room and tunnels created through traditional blasting
operations
The exposed stone walls

The overall integrity of the tunnels and rooms is satisfactory.

1. Location

The location of the tunnels and rooms has not changed.

2. Design

The design of the tunnels and rooms has not been significantly altered.

3. Environment

The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years.

4. Materials

The authentic materials of the tunnels and rooms have not changed.

5. Workmanship

The workmanship of the tunnels and rooms is authentic.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the tunnels and rooms has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the tunnels and rooms have not changed.
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William Grier Site

Description of the Historic Place
The circa 1885 William Grier Site cultural landscape consists of the remains of a stone
fire place, stone front steps, and stone foundation of a two‐storey residential building
that was destroyed by fire. It is located just north of Highway 1A, approximately one
kilometre west of Jamieson Road and just over five kilometres west of the Ghost Dam,
on the north portion of River Lot 6 of Plan 89B Morleyville Settlement.
Heritage Value
The William Grier Site is significant for its association with the theme of early
development of the M.D. of Bighorn, for its association with the theme of early
settlement of the Bow Valley, for its association with the institution of the Canadian
Youth Hostel Association, and for its information potential.
The William Grier Site is significant for its association with the theme of early
development of the M.D. of Bighorn. In 1873 Rev. George McDougall and his son
established a mission at Morleyville, the first settlement in the present day M.D. of
Bighorn. In the 1880s there was an increase in the number of settlers to the region.
William Grier, a prospector, is the first known occupant of the north portion of Lot 6, of
Plan 89B Morleyville Settlement. The William Grier residence was built on the south end
of the north portion of the lot circa 1885, though the Grier family only received title to
the land in 1900. The Department of the Interior Topographical Surveys Branch Plan 89B
Morleyville Settlement of 1899, compiled from official Survey by P.R.A. Belanger 1885
and T.D. Green 1888, shows a house located on the south end of the northern portion of
Lot 6. William Grier died in 1895, and in 1902, Priscilla Grier, his wife, sold the north
portion of Lot 6 to Walter LeSueur. Walter LeSueur transferred the land to Edward
LeSueur who bought the south portion of the same lot. The William Grier residence was
similar in design to the Loder residence located thirty kilometres west on Highway 1A.
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The William Grier Site is significant for its association with the theme of early settlement
of the Bow Valley. The William Grier Site is located on River Lot 6, Plan 89B Morleyville
settlement. The River Lot System is based on the Seigneurial System that was
established and implemented in Eastern Canada in the early 1600s. The River Lot System
is a system of dividing land into long narrow rectangular strips, with access to a water
way on the short end of the property. When the Dominion Land Survey had reached the
Rocky Mountains in 1882 allowances were made in the new township system to
accommodate pre‐existing settlements, such as Morleyville. The River Lot System is not
common in Alberta. Other areas that used the River Lot System include the Victoria
Settlement in Smoky Lake County, and the City of St. Albert. The completion of the
Ghost Dam by Calgary Power on the Ghost River, now the Ghost Reservoir, in 1929
dramatically changed the landscape of the area. The northern portion or River Lot 6,
Plan 89B remained unchanged, however the majority of the southern portion is now
underwater.
The William Grier Site is significant for its association with the institution of the
Canadian Youth Hostel Association. The Canadian Youth Hostel Association originated in
1933, with the establishment of the first youth hostel in North America at Bragg Creek.
By 1937 there were ten hostels located between High River and Banff, which at the time
were the only hostels in Canada. Starting in January 1944, the residence located on the
north portion of Lot 6, Plan 89B Morleyville Settlement, was used as a youth hostel: the
Ghost Lodge Hostel. The Ghost Lodge Hostel was one of many hostels located along the
Banff Trail, now Highway 1A. The building was again a private residence before being
destroyed by fire in the 1950s.
The William Grier Site is significant for its information potential. This cultural landscape
provides the potential to research the past uses of the site as a residence and a youth
hostel. Through the documentation of existing features of the cultural landscape, and by
conducting archaeological investigations, more information could be gathered
concerning the past uses.
Character Defining Elements
The character defining elements as expressed in the cultural landscape features of the
circa 1885 William Grier Site include:






The remains of stone fireplace
The remains of stone front steps
The remains of stone foundation
The location adjacent to Highway 1A and the Ghost Reservoir
The viewscapes south the Ghost Reservoir and west to the Rocky Mountains
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William Grier Site
The site includes the remains of a stone fire
place, stone front steps, and stone
foundation of a two‐storey residential
building that was destroyed by fire.

Description

Significance Criteria

Context
Period of Significance
(POS)
Character Defining
Elements (CDEs)

Integrity Criteria:

A: Theme – Early development of the MD of Bighorn
A: Theme – Early settlement of the Bow Valley
B: Institution – Canadian Youth Hostel Association
D: Information Potential – Documentation of original site features
Located just north of the Highway 1A west of Jaimeson Road, on the
southern end of River Lot 6 Plan 89B, that was part of Morleyville
Settlement.
Circa 1885 – circa 1950






The remains of stone fireplace
The remains of stone front steps
The remains of stone foundation
The location adjacent to Highway 1A and the Ghost Reservoir
The viewscapes south the Ghost Reservoir and west to the Rocky
Mountains

The overall integrity of the ruins is satisfactory.

1. Location

The location of the ruins has not changed.

2. Design

The design of the ruins has been significantly altered.

3. Environment

The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly over the
years.

4. Materials

The authentic materials of the ruins have not changed.

5. Workmanship

The workmanship of the ruins is authentic.

6. Feeling

The feeling of the ruins has not changed.

7. Association

The associations of the ruins and site have not changed.
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